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n a Woman 
   of Stature
    by

Rita Monaghan-Maloney’59

“Do what you love and love what you do.” This is the motto of 
Diane Stover-Pepe’62 who not only taught this to her daughter 
but has lived it fully herself. Dr. Stover-Pepe has been the Chief of 
Pulmonary Services at Sloan-Kettering Memorial Hospital for the 
past twenty-five years and the Head of General Medicine for the 
past twenty years. She recently stepped down from the latter.

Diane Stover graduated from the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Elementary School in Queens and began attending Bishop 
McDonnell in 1958. She was very impressed with the five different 
communities of religious who taught at Bishop’s, each specializing 
in particular subjects. She remembers that the science classes 
taught by Sr. Clare Patrice O.P. were extraordinary and prepared 
her not only for college but gave her a basis for medical school. 
She had wonderful experiences in education while at Bishop 
McDonnell.

Although Diane had no particular event or circumstance that 
led her into Medicine, she always wanted to be a doctor, even 
as a child. Of course, she also wanted to be a doctor when very 
few women were, or were even applying to become, doctors. 
She mentions that when she went to her Guidance Counselor at 
Bishop’s and told her that she wanted to become a doctor, the 
Guidance Counselor tried to urge her to become a nurse because 
she would probably want to marry one day and nursing would 
be a better profession for a woman with children. Diane won a 
scholarship to St. John’s University but in the School of Education 
which would have given her a teaching degree. Her mother went 
down to the chancery office to discuss this and Diane was finally 
accepted into St. John’s College, Jamaica campus to work on her 
Bachelor of Science degree. She believes that she was the first 
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“Do what you love and love 
what you do.”

woman on the campus in the college and 
she graduated “Magna cum Laude.”

When Diane applied for medical school, 
a counselor at St. John’s reminded her 
that she would be taking the place from a 
man so she chose an all-women medical 
school. She went to Women’s Medical 
College of Philadelphia but did not like 
it so she transferred to Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine for her final years 
and was happy there. It was there that she 
met a doctor whom she so much admired. 
Dr. Henry Williams had a combination 
of keen intelligence and was clinically 
intuitive with his patients. Far from 
being pompous, he was down to earth 
and simply a nice person. He proved his 
intuitive powers when Diane called him 
about a dilemma she had with working 
on a fellowship. She wanted to become 
a hematologist but when she was about 
to apply she learned that there were no 
openings in hematology so she called her 
mentor, Dr. Williams. He suggested that 
she do one year in pulmonary and then 
re-apply for the fellowship in hematology 
the following year. This is what she did 
and she enjoyed pulmonary so much 
that she chose to stay with that. She 
found it very interesting and so wide. It 
included anatomy, physiology, working 
with the young with asthma, the old 
with emphysema. It included oncology, 
infectious diseases, immunology, allergy 
and lots of internal medicine.  

During her internship and residency, Dr. 
Stover-Pepe worked at Harlem Hospital 
because she was interested in inner-city 
medicine. She completed her residency at 
Cornell Hospital where she later became 
a Professor of Clinical Medicine and did 
her fellowship at Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine. After her first year of 
residency, newly married and her mother 
very ill with cancer, she learned that her 
husband was going to be deployed to 
Ethiopia. Diane and her husband went to 
Washington, D.C. to speak to the General 
about this. The General made a suggestion 
that if she too joined the military, they 
could go wherever they liked, so she joined 
and they spent two years in Fort Devens, 
Massachusetts. Both she and her husband 
received honorable discharges as Majors 
in the U.S. Army.

Dr. Stover-Pepe has received awards 
too many to mention. One of the many 

things that impressed me while reading 
through her long list of accomplishments 
is that she introduced a procedure called 
bronchoalveolar lavage to Memorial 
Sloan-Kettering Cance Care. “Open 
lung biopsies, the surgical removal of 
a small piece of lung tissue-used to be 
state of the art in immunocomprised 

patients with pulmonary disease” she 
notes. Broncoalveolar lavage is essentially 
a liquid lung biopsy in which fluid is 
introduced into the lung and suctioned 
back out. With the extracted fluid come 
cells and organisms. “The technique 
has low complication rates and is a 
simple way to help make a diagnosis in 
immunocomprised patients, who are often 
poor candidates for lung biopsies,” Dr. 
Stover adds that “These can be patients 
with HIV, those who have had bone 
marrow transplants, or patients with 
cancer.”

I asked Dr. Stover-Pepe how Sloan-
Kettering Hospital became world 
renowned. “What makes Sloan different” 
she said “is its mission to cure cancer. 
There is a great deal of research going on 
continually here. When a patient is told 
that there is no cure, they can find here 
unique therapies, clinical trials, holistic 
care. There are specialists in every field. 
They see and examine unusual infections 
and manifestations of drug toxicity. The 
research is ongoing. She tells her fellows 
that there are frontiers that need to be 
explored

So they will never be bored at Sloan.

When Dr. Stover-Pepe was asked how 
Bishop’s may have influenced her work 
at Sloan-Kettering, she thought for a 
moment. Then she said, with conviction, 
that it was the ethical element, the moral 
basis which was instilled in her and has 
never left her. She is concerned about 
people who do not have this base. The 
other thing she mentioned was the work 
ethic which was given at Bishop’s, to not 
only do a job but to do it as best you can.

Not all the patients Dr. Stover-Pepe 
works with have cancer. She has patients 
coming to her with asthma, bronchitis or 
even persistent cough. She affirms that 
the 21st century is the time for Preventive 
Medicine. “People must take it upon 
themselves to eat well, not to smoke or do 
drugs, to take alcohol in moderation and 
to exercise. The research has been done 
and continues to be done so we know what 
needs to be avoided and what needs to 
be changed to attain health. It is better to 
prevent than to treat.”

Dr. Stover-Pepe is widely known and 
highly respected as an academic physician. 
She became a leading clinical investigator 
in AIDS-related lung disease and the 
pulmonary complications of cancer 
therapy. She has authored more than 100 
peer reviewed articles, book chapters and 
monographs. An inspired teacher, Diane 
is a role model who has trained more than 
fifty fellows during her career. Despite 
her many academic accomplishments, Dr. 
Stover-Pepe’s greatest interest is caring for 
patients. She is renowned for her tireless, 
detail-oriented approach to clinical 
problem solving. Her level of commitment 
is near legendary. In her own words, “My 
passion is being a medical detective and 
finding clues to a diagnosis. My biggest 
highs are helping patients feel better, even 
a little bit.” 

Diane has a daughter, Dana Pepe, who 
attends New York Medical College. 
Dana is interested in internal medicine, 
particularly infectious diseases. Dana 
graduated from NYU, has her Masters in 
Public Health from Columbia University 
and is interested in how environment 
effects health. Dr.Stover-Pepe’s husband, 
Anthony, is a cardiologist at St. Luke’s-
Roosevelt Hospital. She considers him 
her best friend, the best husband and 
father anyone could ask for and one of the 
smartest people she has ever met.   
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n Sr. Rita King, SC
        by Kathy McCarthy ‘58

When I was a freshman at Bishop’s I recall our 
Grade Advisor and History teacher, Sister Helen 
Maria SC, telling us about the home of the Sisters 
of Charity on the Hudson River.  Sister always 
referred to it as “The Mount” and talked of its 
beauty and rolling hills.  Sounded like paradise to 
us frosh!  Mary Ellen Lavelle Murphy ’59 and I got 
to see those rolling hills and the beautiful spot on 
the Hudson River this June when we met with Sister 
Rita King at “The Mount.”

Sister Rita King taught at Bishop’s from 1961 to 
1965.  She was known to the students at that time 
as Sister Rita Regina.  Sister is a native of Yonkers, 
NY and attended St. Mary’s Elementary School 
and St. Barnabas High School.  She entered the 
Sisters of Charity of New York in 1948 and taught 
fifth and eighth grades at Seton Academy for ten 
years prior to her assignment to Bishop McDonnell 
Memorial High School.  Her new assignment was to 
teach History to the junior and senior classes. Sister 
Rita has fond memories of her time at Bishop’s.  
She enjoyed the camaraderie of the four other 
religious communities with whom she shared the 
responsibility of educating over 2000 young women.  
She is still in touch with many of the sisters as well as 
many of her students to whom she instilled her love 
of history.

Sister Rita loved making history come alive so that 
it would be relevant to her students.  One semester, 
while teaching an American History course, Sister 
thought, “why not take advantage of the events that 
occurred in Brooklyn?”  The Battle of Long Island 
took place right in our own backyard, Brooklyn 
Heights.  During the discussion Sister Rita noticed 
that the students were looking at her as if she was a 
little daffy.  How could a Battle of Long Island take 
place in Brooklyn?  After getting the same response 
from another class Sister decided that a geography 
class was in order before she could go on! 

The years 1961 to 1965 were a time of many changes 
that impacted the lives of the young students: 
Vatican II, the Space Program, the Assassination of 
our President John F. Kennedy, and the Civil Rights 
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Bishop McDonnell Memorial High School 
was founded in 1926 by the Right Reverend 
Thomas E. Molloy, D.D as the first Brooklyn 
Diocesan high school devoted to the 
education of young women.

Over 23,000 Memorialites have graced the 
halls of the high school and have excelled 
in their communities. In 1973, the door 
closed and many student’s transferred over 
creating Bishop Loughlin’s first co-education 
institution.

Today the Bishop McDonnell Alumnae 
Association is permanently located at Bishop 
Loughlin Memorial H.S.

Bishop McDonnell Alumnae Committee

Mary Teresa Cannon-O’Connor ‘57
Kathleen Carney-DeVito ‘62
Mary Collins-Macchiarola ‘58
Catherine L. Diehl-Palladino ‘60
Margaret Dougherty-Russo ‘69
Roberta Eisenberg ‘58
Mary Ellen Lavelle-Murphy ‘59
Marie Lombino-Palagonia ‘66
Kathleen J. McCarthy ‘58
Rita Monaghan-Maloney ‘59
Phyllis Murphy-Howell ‘67
Maryann Stahl-DeMaso ‘60

Movement are some of the highlights 
of the time.  It was an exciting time!

“why not take advantage 
of the events that 

occurred in Brooklyn?”

Sister Rita recalled exactly where 
she was on November 22, 1963 when 
the news of President Kennedy’s 
death was announced.  Her class 
was taking a test and she was in the 
back of the classroom when the PA 
system broke the news.  All Sister 
Rita could see was the backs of the 
student’s heads but felt their shock 
at hearing such tragic news.  Thanks 
to the advancement of television the 
students became eye witnesses to 
history.

The Sisters of Charity were a 
prominent presence in the Bronx 
and Harlem.  When the Civil Rights 
Movement was underway in 1964 the 
sisters were invited to march in a rally 
to support the Civil Rights Act.  Sister 
Rita said that the Sisters of Charity 
proudly accepted the invitation and 
asked the other religious communities 
at Bishop’s to join them.  Sister Rita 
recalls that it was a wonderful day.  In 
unity there is strength!

In December of 1964 Sister Rita’s 
classes presented her with a WMCA 
Good Guy sweat shirt.  Her students 
called the radio station to win a sweat 
shirt for a teacher they admired and 
Sister Rita was at the top of their list. 
Sister proudly accepted the shirt and 
the admiration of her students.

Following her assignment at Bishop’s 
Sister Rita headed to Staten Island 
to be the Chair of the History 
Department at St. Joseph by the Sea 
High School.  After a few years she 
was assigned to Trinity School in 
Pennsylvania; then back to the Bronx 
for 14 years at St. Barnabas and 
then she was given an assignment at 
Cathedral High School.  

The Sisters of Charity recognized 

Sister Rita’s historical abilities and in 
1990 asked her to be the archivist for 
the community, a job she held until 
2009.  During this time Sister was 
also President of the organization, 
Archivists of Women Religious 
(ACWR). She held this post for three 
years.  Sister is often asked to give 
talks for the organization and was 
able to include a visit with her nephew 
in Seattle on one occasion.  

Sister Rita invited Sister Catherine 
Smith SC (aka Sr. Miriam Magdalen) 
to join us while we were visiting.  
Sister Catherine was happy to see 
former Bishop’s students.  She 
was the head of the Homemaking 
Department from 1952 to 1965 and 
is still in touch with many of her 
students. Sister Catherine lives at Ely 
Residence at Mount Saint Vincent 
and gets to enjoy the rolling hills at 
the beautiful spot on the Hudson 
River.  

The Sisters of Charity of New York 
continue their mission of social 
services, education, nursing and 
orphan care.  Kudos to Sister Rita 
King and the Sisters of Charity of 
New York for the exemplary work 
you have done and continue to do.
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Born in Brooklyn in 1935, Mary Patricia 
Fitzgerald grew up in a close-knit Irish 
family.

She attended BishopMcDonnell MHS 
from St. Francis of Assisi parish. Upon 
graduating from Bishops in January, 1953, 
Mary began working as a secretary. There 
she met her future husband, Jim and 
after a six-year courtship, they wed. Now, 
happily married fifty years, Mary and 
Jim Hamilton reside in Lakewood, NJ. 
They are proud parents of four sons and 
seventeen grandchildren.

Recently Mary published her memoir, It 
Only Happens Now and Then. A gifted 
storyteller, Mary regales her readers 
with tales of her immigrant parents, her 
brothers, her Catholic school friends, her 
husband and her four sons. Mary’s quick 
wit and great sense of humor are evident 
in her writing, and she presents an honest 
and focused account of events.

Although her book was written for her 
grandchildren, Mary’s book has far wider 
appeal, especially for anyone interested in 
the Irish American experience or a typical 
Post World War II Brooklyn upbringing. 
The book’s title derives from a poem 
written by Mary’s husband, about their 
rare and special love as well as their many 
blessings.

Rita Monaghan Maloney and I visited 
Mary and she shared some thoughts about 
her life and her writing with us.

What prompted you to write your memoir? 
Everyone has a story to tell. I wanted the 
girls, especially my granddaughters to 
know me. The oldest, Patty, wanted to 
know what my life was like. My son, Philip 
said he was going to write my story when I 
died. Finally, a friend convinced me, “You 
write it down before you die.”

What was the biggest challenge getting 
started?

It was not hard. Write the first line and then 
it comes. You want your grandchildren to 
have something to carry on.

Did anyone in high school encourage your 
future writing interests?

Not really! Only once, a nun asked if I’d 
like to be an English teacher.

What are your fondest memories of your 
Bishop McDonnell experience?

I received a great education – the 
equivalent of a college education. The 
nuns were great!

You wrote that your Dad was right not 
to encourage higher education for you. 
Is your inclination the same for your 
granddaughters?

Girls should go to college to increase 
their intellectual abilities and to mature. 
However, going out and competing in the 
world takes the nurturing, the softness, 
out of women. Women become more 
aggressive when they are spit out into the 
work jungle.

Your Bishop’s friends are your friends 
still. What accounts for that lasting 
relationship?

The best things about Bishops was the 
girls. Bishops girls were straight shooters. 
They were good and wholesome. No one 
would take you down the wrong path. 
Theresa Donahue, Bobbie McCarthy 
(deceased), Anne White and Annette 
De Gaetano- I could pick up the phone 
with any four at any time. They were just 
wonderful. 

Some suggest that your depiction of 
growing up financially secure as an Irish 
immigrant child is very unlike their own 
personal experiences. How do you explain 
this?

My father worked in hotels. He was not 
paid a lot, but he was very entrepreneurial. 
He had many cash jobs on the side-renting 
radios to hotel patrons, buying trunks and 
re-selling their contents and even selling 
Irish sweepstake tickets. He always had a 
lot of cash, which my mother knew how to 
spend, but he could never get a mortgage.

Would you say you had a pretty 
comfortable life then?

I have had a very nice life. I’ve always been 
a positive person. I don’t look back. Even 
when I make a mistake, I live with it. The 
worst thing for me is that two of my sons 
don’t talk to each other.

Who inspired you most in your life?

My aunt Peggy – my uncle’s wife. She 
came from County Longford, Ireland. My 
uncle met her when he left the Brothers. 
Theirs was a model of the truly Christian 
marriage. She was so soft and gentle. She 
had it all!

What was your children’s response to your 
book?

My oldest son, Jim, said, “I’m proud of 
you, Mom.” Every time he reads it, he 
laughs and he cries.

Will you ever write again?

I don’t think so. I already have a book in 
my head about my friends. I even have 
the title, Over the Chinese Laundry, but it 
probably won’t be written until I am dead.

n it Only Happens
       Now & Then  by Mary Macchiarola ‘58  
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In the spring of 1963, we woke, 
unpinned the curlers from our hair and 
rubbed the indents out of our tortured 
sculls. While the Rooftop Singers 
sang “Walk Right In” on our transistor 
radios, we slipped our slim bodies into 
unneeded panty girdles; pantyhose 
wouldn’t become popular for a few 
years. As we donned our grey jumpers, 
white blouses and saddle shoes, the 
girl’s uniforms of St. Jerome’s Grammar 
School, we could hardly contain our 
excitement. We were thirteen years old 
and on the brink of a new beginning...

This was the week that Catholic high 
schools sent acceptance or rejection 
letters, and from the fourth grade, when 
Patricia (Pat) McCarthy came into our 
life, there was only one place she wanted 
to go – Bishop’s – and I was going with 
her.

Two of Pat’s older sisters, Kathy and 
Janie, had gone to Bishop’s, and Pat’s 
mom had attended for a year. At 
thirteen, Pat was not sure that it was a 
promise of an excellent education that 
drove her desire, though, in hindsight, 
education would be something she 
would always cherish and foster. While 
I am sure that the admiration she had 
for her sisters played a part, Bishops 
represented community to her, the 
opportunity for new friends, new 
experiences and diversity. Again, these 
are all things she would embrace 
through her life.

So, off to Bishop’s she went. Pat 
would ring my bell and we would ride 
the IRT subway to Franklin Avenue 
every school day for four wonderful 
years. As was Pat’s nature, her circle 
of friends widened each year. She 
had friends from playing basketball, 
student government, ushers, various 
classes – even girls from Queens, 
which we thought was a suburb. Pat 
had a presence that attracted people, 
mostly because she enjoyed people 
and became the conduit for others 
to become friends. She was the 
quintessential organizer, who always 
included everyone in everything, 
embracing new friends while holding 

her old ones close. She would form 
friendships in high school that would 
last her lifetime and beyond.

Pat’s life was rich in so many ways. She 
attended Staten Island Community 
College, graduated from Brooklyn 
College, worked in NYC, married the 
love of her life, Tommy Burke, and had 
four wonderful children. She reaped 
what she sowed, and together she and 
Tommy united their friends from the 
Bronx and Brooklyn and sprinkled 
in the other boroughs as well. All the 
while, Pat kept in touch with her friends 
from St. Jerome’s and Bishop’s. She 
never missed a birthday and could tell 
you who you dated and what you wore, 
even when you forgot. She was always 
up for dinner, lunch, a play or whatever.. 
in the City so she could keep in touch 
with her friends.

On December 1, 2011 after a year’s 
battle with brain cancer, Pat set out 
on her final new beginning and joined 
her beloved Tommy. We have no doubt 
that they are in heaven, holding parties, 
making friends, embracing this new 
experience, and keeping an eye on 
those they love here on earth. When 
her friends from Bishop’s heard the 
news, they immediately wanted to do 
something to honor her memory, to not 
only return the gift of her friendship, 
but to pass it on. It had to ring of 
Pat’s touch – her love of basketball, 
education, community, friendship 
and faith. What better gift to give 
than a Bishop McDonnell Scholarship 
to a female at Bishop Loughlin, a 
school that continues to represent the 
standards of Bishop’s. And so, the Pat 
McCarthy-Burke Scholarship Fund was 
formed.

In September of her Junior year at 
Bishop Loughlin, Talia Best, a present 
Senior, received $2,000 towards her 
education through the Pat McCarthy-
Burke Scholarship. Talia is quite the 
academic and athletic superstar. Not 
only has she been on the Varsity 
Volleyball and Basketball teams since 
she was a freshman, she is also very 
into her academics, notably English, 

n Pat McCarthy, Our Friend
by the friends of 

   Pat McCarthy ‘67

and is a member of the National 
Honor Society. From her appearance 
and behavior, one would never know 
that her family’s home was seriously 
damaged during Hurricane Sandy and 
that they are still a few weeks away 
from moving back to their repaired 
home.Pat’s friends could not be more 
pleased by the generosity of the support 
received for this endeavor, and by the 
choice of the recipient.

It’s never easy to say goodbye, and 
by this time in our lives, we all had 
too many goodbyes. What makes it 
bearable are the memories and the love 
that transcends the passing, and in this 
case, an opportunity to share that love. 
In Pat’s obituary, her children wrote, 
“She inspired us to be better people.” 
That she did. How extraordinary for an 
ordinary kid from Brooklyn, who grew 
into a classy lady, and touched so many 
lives along the way! Congratulations to 
Talia. We wish her the gift Pat gave to 
us, lifelong friendship and love.
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n Constance Darnowski-Stoll
       and the Spirit of ‘52
          Interview by Phyllis Murphy-Howell and Patricia Hurley-Pagano

It was in 1948 that Constance Darnowski 
received her acceptance letter to Bishop 
McDonnell Memorial High School. With 
two brothers already attending Bishop 
Loughlin, Connie’s family knew the 
quality of a diocesan education and 
were thrilled to add her name to the list 
of “diocesan students.” Connie lived 
with her family in Greenpoint, Brooklyn 
where the children attended the parish 
elementary school, St. Stanislaus Kostka. 
At that time Queen of All Saints High 
School (QAS) served as a two year annex 
for Bishop McDonnell, and because 
of its proximity to Greenpoint, Connie 
spent her freshman and sophomore years 
there. She was taught by the Sisters of St. 
Joseph and attended Loughlin dances at 
the school located just across the street 
from QAS.

In her junior year, leaving QAS behind, 
she began another chapter of her life 
at “Big Bishop’s,” as it was fondly called. 
Travelling back and forth by bus, Connie 
used that time expeditiously to catch up 
on homework. While at Bishop’s, Connie 
not only played varsity basketball, but she 
also became a member of the German-
American Athletic Club (GAAC) track 
team because there were no female track 
teams at any of the local high schools at 
that time. She trained daily from 6pm 
to 9pm, and her life was a whirlwind 
of practices, games, tournaments and 
homework - and let’s not forget those 
high school dances she was so fond of 
attending! Little did Connie know that 
the friendships she was cultivating along 
the way would be friendships that would 
grow with her and would remain with her 
even until the present day.

Connie’s running career began in 
McCarren Park when she ran in a P.A.L. 
sponsored field day. Her coach, Mr. 
Henry Blaul, was coaching a small group 
of women, slightly older than Connie, 
who were sponsored by the GAAC. 
Connie competed with them from ages 
12 through 21 and also competed in the 
Pan American Games in Mexico City.

The five different teaching orders at 
Bishop’s made life interesting, and Connie 
enjoyed every minute of her time at the 
school. She fondly remembers attending 
her prom and the special dress her mom 
lovingly created for the occasion – white 

eyelet over a lavender lining. Connie also 
relished the senior trip to Washington, 
D.C., and the memories of her trip remain 
dear to her heart.

However, all good things must come to 
an end. Upon graduating, Connie began 
mapping out a plan for her future. During 
the summer of 1952, Connie tried out and 
qualified for the United States Olympic 
Team to compete in the 1952 Games held 
in Helsinki, Finland. Because most of 
the money raised in the U.S. Olympics 
Track Teams during that time period went 
to support the men’s team, the women’s 
team was small, comprising only nine 
women. Interestingly enough, Connie was 
joined on the Olympics Team by another 
Bishop’s student, Marjory Larney, class of 
1954.

After graduation, Connie worked at 
New York Life Insurance Company and 
simultaneously attended the school of 
Education at St. John’s University from 
4pm to 6pm and all day on Saturdays. 
After graduating from St. John’s 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Mathematics, Connie became a school 
math teacher and taught at various 
schools, including New Hyde Park High 
School, Holy Name and Sacred Heart in 
New York City

Connie continued training for and 
participating in track events, and in the 
summer of 1956, she once again competed 
at the Olympics – this time in Melbourne, 
Australia. Connie’s experiences at 
both the 1952 and 1956 Olympics were 

among the highlights of her life. She was 
particularly delighted at the prospect of 
meeting new people, and went on to form 
lifelong friendships with many of them.

Around that time, Connie met the man 
who would become her husband, and 
in July 1958, she married Charles Stoll. 
During the next thirteen years, Connie 
became a stay -at- home  mom to their 
five children – Gerard, Elizabeth, Mary, 
Constance and Margaret. When Connie 
made the decision to turn to teaching, she 
took an assignment that continued for 7 ½ 
years at Maria Regina Diocesan School, 
now known as Kellenberg Memorial High 
School, in Uniondale, NY.

In 1978 the family relocated to 
Northeastern Connecticut where Mr. 
Stoll opened a furniture/cabinet making 
business. After relocating, Connie 
worked for another twenty years at 
Plainfield High School, as a math teacher, 
a guidance counselor and, finally, as an 
administrator before retiring at the age 
of 65. The term “retired” is loosely used 
because Connie still teaches an algebra 
course at Three Rivers Community 
College. The Stolls currently reside in 
a 55 and over community in Uncasville, 
Connecticut, and Connie feels fortunate 
to have all their children living within 
driving distance, affording her and her 
husband the opportunity to be close to 
their eight grandchildren .

The June class of 1952 has sustained an 
amazing bond. Alumnae credit Margaret 
(Peggy) McQuillen and Jean Cavanaugh, 
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both of whom maintained the graduation 
class list, with helping so many classmates 
remain in touch by organizing a number 
of reunions throughout the years. After 
attending many reunions, the realization 
hit that the class’ 50th Anniversay was 
quickly approaching. The group asked 
Peggy if she needed help gathering 
additional contact information. Peggy 
accepted the offer of help, and the ladies 
formed a committee consisting of 25 
members. They met frequently, dividing 
lists of both “Annex girls” and full four-
year “Bishop’s girls” among themselves 
as they tried to reach as many alumnae 
as possible. Although the project took 
over a year, the ladies enjoyed their mini-
reunions as they worked together and 
shared common remembrances. Sadly, 
Peggy passed away in July just before 
their reunion was to take place.

Their group continued to meet over the 
ensuing ten years every March, June, 
October and December. Although 
different locations were tried throughout 
the years, the Miller Ridge Inn finally 
became their home base.. Anywhere 
from 25-40 alumnae generally attend 
the reunions. They are also fortunate 
enough to meet up again in August at 
Dolores Darnowski-Mayoka’s home in 
West Hampton where they enjoy lunch, 
swimming and laughter.

There are currently 165 names on their 
class list. Mary Gagne and Fran Esposito 
are responsible for sending out Christmas 
cards each year, and Connie writes a 
newsletter to keep everyone up to date. 
Eileen Cavanaugh-Brogan assists with 
keeping the computer list updated and 
preparing all the mailing labels. Bishop’s 
spirit lives on!

Whenever Connie gets into a 
conversation about high schools with 
people who did not enjoy the privilege 
of attending Bishop’s, she tells them that 
their school “cannot hold a candle to 
Bishop’s.” She believes “You had to be 
there” to appreciate it. Having enjoyed 
the benefits of a good education, as well 
as an upbringing that taught her the ethic 
of hard work, Connie believes her life 
was blessed. She strives to make the most 
of her God-given blessings. Truly, the 
June Class of 1952 exemplifies the real 
spirit of Bishop McDonnell Memorial 
High School and gives witness to the 
genuine friendships that began in the 
girls formative years and still continues 
today.

Unknown

BMD: Elizabeth Marius was a 
remembered pillar of her Queens 
community and a devoted fan of 
the New York Mets. She died at the 
age of 96. Although she was born in 
Manhattan, her family soon moved 
to Ridgewood where she lived for 
more than seventy years. She played 
on the varsity team at Bishop’s. She 
spent her entire working career as a 
bookkeeper for A&P Corporation. 
She did not marry or have children 
but was a “fun aunt” to her nieces 
and nephews. She took her nieces and 
nephews on subway trips to dine in 
restaurants and experience the bright 
lights of Manhattan and, of course, 
she took them to baseball games. 
“She gave us her love of the city, from 
shopping on Fifth Avenue to visiting 
museums” said her niece. After she 
retired, St. Matthias church became 
her home.

1927

BMD: Rose Nappi-Romano 
celebrated her 102nd birthday in 
March. She is living with her daughter 
and son-in-law, Helen and Bob 
Mulligan in Westbury, L.I. She feels 
blessed to have 5 grandchildren and 
7 great grandchildren. She wonders 
if any of her Bishop McDonnell 
classmates are still alive.

1929

BMD: Dorothy Bellman turned 
100 years old on July 18, 2012. 
Congratulations from the Bishop 
McDonnell Alumnae Association.

1937

BMD: Helen Grace Duncan-
Edwards died peacefully at the age 
of 92. The last of the Duncan sisters, 
Helen was born in Brooklyn, NY. 
Helen married Joseph V. Edwards 
in 1942 and lived for 40 years in St. 
Francis Xavier in Park Slope until she 
moved to St. Vincent Ferrer Parish in 
Flatbush. Her life was devoted to her 
family, her husband, her children and 
grandchildren. A licensed insurance 
broker, Helen and her husband ran 
an insurance business and when her 
husband passed away in 1977, she 

continued that business on her 
own. Upon her retirement in 1984, 
the family business that she helped 
build passed on to a son and his 
wife and it continues to flourish 
today.

1940

BMD: Before Margaret Mary 
Byrnes Criswell died, Margaret 
Mary attended many reunions and 
then she became ill in 2009. She 
was very proud to be a “Bishop’s 
Girl.” Her daughter tells a story 
that her mother loved to tell. “Her 
first boss at the Selective Service 
Draft Board during World War II 
was very impressed with her skills 
and knowledge. He had a Master’s 
Degree from Columbia University 
and told her that her high school 
education at Bishop McDonnell was 
the equivalent of at least two years 
of college.” 

Dorothy Paolantonio-Poggi 
writes “Catholic School is so 
very important, especially at this 
time. I feel that I have profited 
academically and religiously by my 
catholic education so I believe in 
giving back and a good student will 
profit.”

1941

BMD: Virginia Kuntz-Crotty is 
now living in a nursing home. Pat 
Lahey Smith and she met in Q.A.S. 
years ago and are so proud to be 
“Bishop’s Girls.” They talk every 
week. They each had five children 
who grew up together. 

Patricia Lahey-Smith is grateful 
for all that she received at Bishop 
McDonnell with the Glee Club, 
Basketball and the lifelong 
friendship of Virginia Kuntz-Crotty 
who will be celebrating her 90th 
birthday in August. Patricia hopes 
that she will be joining her in North 
Carolina to celebrate with her.

Sr. Eileen White RSM (Ignatius) 
will be celebrating her 70th 
anniversary as a Sister of Mercy in 
September. We wish her many more 
years ahead. 
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Patricia Grant-McCormack 
mentions that there was another 
reunion thanks to Magdalene 
Kaspar-Vogric who has been 
arranging their reunions for many 
years. It’s at Koenigs in Floral 
Park and is usually attended by 
25-30 Bishop’s women. Patricia 
missed it this year due to a bout 
with congestive heart failure. She 
is home and looking forward to 
reunion in 2012. 

Joan M. Geraghty-Ross sadly lost 
her husband and son, Don. The 
good news is that she has twelve 
grandchildren and she is still 
painting.

Antoinette Martorana-D’Angelo 
writes that in 1949, one hundred 
girls from Brooklyn and Queens 
entered the convent. They were 
educated by nuns who were pious, 
dedicated, highly intelligent, 
received no salary and catholic 
schools did not close. “Will they 
ever make a comeback?” she asks.

1950

BMD: Theresa Pinto has only 
wonderful memories!

Kathleen Hamilton-Cromwell had 
the greatest education she could 
have had. She entered college when 
she was 58 and graduated at 62 with 
honors, thanks to Bishop’s.

1951

BMD: Anna Talamanco Antoci 
died on July 15, 2011. She lived 
in Lawrenceville, Ga. and was a 
retired nurse from the F.B.I. in New 
York City. Anna’s sister, Theresa 
Talmanaco-Daley’47 is also a 
Bishop’s grad.

Maryann Bartley-Dolan sends 
thanks for the great reunion in 2011 
and the pictures in the Memorial. 
The Memoriam list for ’51 was an 
exercise in giving thanks for now 
and all that has been.

Margaret Reehill sends her thanks 
for a complete and wonderful 
education.

1952

BMD: Teresa Zablocki-Cempal 
looks forward to hearing about 
friends from the past. She 
appreciates The Memorial since 
it was her first contact and much 
appreciated.

Catherine McCrann-Kelly made a 
donation to the BMcD Scholarship 
Fund in memory of Sr. Catherine 
Bernadette CSJ, teacher and her 
dear friend of many years whose 
wisdom still inspires long after her 
death.

Mary Corbett-Maloney is still 
active with many community 
activities including the Catholic 
Club, Interfaith Council, Emerald 
Society and Italian Club

Eileen Kelly-Fitzgerald just wants 
to say thank you to the wonderful 
sisters who dedicated their lives 
to give “Bishops Girls” the best 
education in the world. 

1953

BMD: Anna Cannon-Priola is 
still very proud to say that she 
is a Bishop’s girl and most Long 
Islanders know that is Bishop 
McDonnell MHS. She sends thanks 
to all the wonderful nuns who were 
wonderful teachers, mentors and 
role models.

1954

BMD: Margaret Gibbons Kilroy 
resides permanently in Pompano 
Beach, Florida but often gets 
to New York. She has travelled 
to Eastern Europe and to the 
Northwest U.S. and Canada. She 
loves being retired. 

Annette Bettini-Cappello 

1948

BMD: Margaret Lang-Virgadamo 
married her childhood sweetheart 
with whom she is married for sixty 
years. They have four children 
and five grandchildren and still 
reside in Ridgewood in Our Lady 
of the Miraculous Medal Parish 
where they grew up and raised 
their children. Peggy’s lifelong 
friends are Nadine Ferguson-Freiss 
and Catherine Bruder-Donovan, 
classmates from elementary school, 
St. Barbara’s annex and Bishop 
McDonnell.

Marion Murtha-Munisteri gives 
thanks for giving her a wonderful 
life.

1949

BMD: Margaret Armstrong-
Robb died on April 5, 2012. A 
native New Yorker from Stewart 
Manor, L.I., Peg was a long time 
resident of Philadelphia’s Society 
Hill neighborhood. Over the 
years, Peg dedicated her endless 
energy to multiple civic causes. 
She was a founding board member 
of International Women’s Club of 
Philadelphia. She is a graduate of 
Goddard College Adult Degree 
Program. She volunteered on the 
archeological dig at (Ben) Franklin 
Court historic site. At age 60, Peg 
launched her acting and modeling 
career. A member of Screen Actor’s 
Guild, she landed parts as an extra 
in multiple movies and graced many 
print ad campaigns. She is survived 
by her loving husband, Theodore, 
three children – David, Felicia and 
Gregory and four grandchildren.
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Annette’s days are occupied being 
Vice President of her local AARP 
Chapter , Queen of the Red Hat 
Ladies and is taking Art classes. 
She is also a member of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help Society.

Barbara Rosenberger-Carney 
would love to locate the following 
two girls who always sat in front 
of her alphabetically in school – 
Marisa Ramos and Hortense Rose-
great gals, both of them. She hopes 
to be at her 60th reunion in 2014. 
(Anyone who knows the current 
info on either Marisa or Hortense 
please call Rita Maloney at 718-857-
2700x2253.

1955

BMD: Theresa Rende-DeAtkine 
Theresa, Helen Hendren (Sr. 
Catherine Charles) and Annette 
Mancuso-Keoughan went to 
elementary school together at St. 
Catherine of Genoa and entered 
Bishop’s together, graduating in 
1955. Theresa married Lt. Norvell 
(Tex) DeAtkine and moved 
away from New York, living in 
many different states and in the 
Middle East for eight years. They 
have three daughters and five 
grandchildren, all residing in North 
Carolina.

Patricia Leidemann-Aguanno 
passed away June 21, 2010. She 
always spoke highly of “Bishop’s”. 
She loved the school and everyone 
in it. Her Bishop’s jacket and 
sweatshirt were given to Catherine 
Zinser De Marrais, a very dear 
friend and alumna also of the 
class of ’55. She is survived by her 
husband Sam and son Andrew, 
daughter Florence, granddaughters, 
Nicole and Deana and son-in-law. 
She loved Michael like a son. She is 
greatly missed. 

Rosemarie Retcho-Carroll is 
married to John (Kenny) Carroll for 
55 years. They have four children 
and nine grandchildren. They spend 
their winters in Port Charlotte, 
Florida and their summers in Staten 
Island where they have lived for the 
past twenty years.

Sr. Cecilia Murray O.P. (aka 
Patricia Murray) just celebrated 
her Golden Jubilee as a Dominican 
Sister of Hope. She teaches part 
time in Religious Studies Dep’t 
at Mount St. Mary College in 
Newburgh, NY, does research and 
writes for U.S. Dominican History 
Project.

1956

BMD: Rosalie Pelman-Winslow 
loved every moment attending 
“Little Bishop’s,” the Flushing 
Annex and Bishop McDonnell. 
Even though it took one and a 
half hours travelling she thought 
nothing of it. Her parents sacrificed 
much and were proud that she was 
a Leo Honor member. She is now a 
widow and still loves the nuns and 
the friendships begun at Bishop 
McDonnell and is proud to be a 
graduate. 

1957 

BMD: Josephine Cuzzolino-Hayes 
counts her education at Bishop 
McDonnell High School among her 
greatest blessings, which has also 
served as a model in the success 
of her two children. Through her 
husband Frank, she became active 
with the Air Force Assn in support 
of the U.S. Air Force. They served 
with the Iron Gate Chapter in 
Manhattan, founded in 1961 by Air 
Force Reserve Colonel Maxwell A. 
Kreindler, owner of the 21 Club. 
An award was presented to her with 

a Jimmy Doolittle Fellow which 
included a $1,000 donation to The 
Falcon Foundation to help a young 
person in a prep school preparing 
for the Air Force Academy 
entrance exam. Her dear friend, 
Penelope Moroney, also a proud 
Bishop McDonnell grad, accepted 
the award from General Norton 
A. Schwartz on her behalf. She 
was unable to attend due to poor 
health. She has the strong support 
of a loving family, all of whom live 
within ten minutes of our doorstep 
in Port Washington.

Stella Ingrisano-Zopes Stella and 
her husband, Larry, have lived in 
Florida for seven years and enjoy 
it very much. Their daughter and 
young grandson also live near 
them in Vero Beach. They just 
returned from Colorado where 
they celebrated their oldest son’s 
50th birthday. They have two 
grandchildren in Colorado. Their 
middle son and two granddaughters 
live near Boston. 

Eileen Duffy Hines is a 14 year 
cancer survivor, Eileen represents 
the American Cancer Society at 
fundraising functions to exhibit 
living proof that cancer is not an 
automatic death sentence as it 
was not many years ago. She also 
makes speech presentations at 
these functions. Her parish, St. 
John Fisher, presented her with 
a certificate of appreciation for 
completing twelve years as a Lector 
during Mass.

Barbara Foote-Beckman has been 
married for 50 years. She retired in 
June 2011. 

1958

BMD: Anita Rau-Minnick went 
to St. John’s University where she 
received her B.S. in Education 
and also met her husband. They 
live in Montvale, NJ, have been 
married for 47 years, have three 
children and six grandchildren. She 
says that there are lots of former 
Bishop’s girls in Bergen County and 
all of them are proud of the great 
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education they received at Bishop’s. 
She looks forward to getting The 
Memorial newsletter and reads it 
from cover to cover.

Patricia A. McGivern is a 
retiree. She is the past President 
of American Irish Teachers 
Association and enjoys exploring 
the five boroughs of New York 
City. She sends greetings to all her 
classmates and congratulations 
to Sr. Fran Karovic on her 50th 
anniversary.

1959

BMD: Sheila Wagner graduated 
from Mary Immaculate Hospital 
School of Nursing in 1962 and from 
Adelphi University in 1980. She now 
works as a clinical nurse specialist 
at “Anchor Health and Rehab” in 
Aiken, S.C.

Donna S. Caldwell thanked us for 
profiling her aunt “Pat” ’43 and 
herself ’59 in the newsletter. They 
will both treasure this record of 
their fifteen minutes of fame. 

1960

BMD: Joan Kikel-Danylak has 
written more than 45 poetry 
chapbooks and more than two 
poetry magazines. She has worked 
as an executive secretary and as 
a full-charge Bookkeeper. She 
graduated from the University of 
Arizona in Tucson. In 2005 she 
received an honorary master’s 
Degree from the World Academy of 
Letters and an Honorary Doctorate 
from the prestigious “New Mirage 
Academy East” in Thailand. Joan 
was named Poet of the Year by the 
Famous Poets Society.

Rosemarie D’Angelo-Young writes 
that Bishop’s set her values for her 
in life. The nuns taught her morals: 
the value of truth and the value of 
putting in a hard day’s work. At ’69, 
she is working and every day the 
teachings she received at Bishop’s 
effect her daily life and the people 
around her. The nuns’ influence is 
in all she does and she is grateful for 
her time at Bishop’s.

1961

BMD: Barbara Koeppen-Reilly 
writes that the Reunion in 2011 was 
wonderful. “Thank you for the care 
that went into planning the day.”

1963

BMD: Mary Ann Cervasio-
Jensen worked at Kings County 
Hospital Center in Obstetrics and 
Neo-Natal Care Unit for several 
years after graduating from The 
KCHC School of Nursing. I am 
in contact with several classmates 
who went to Nursing School with 
me. We just had our 45th reunion 
in November, 2011. I continued my 
education at St. Joseph’s College 
in Brooklyn and completed a 
Bachelor’s degree in Community 
Health just prior to moving to 
Bradenton, Florida in August of 
1972. I retired in 2008 from the 
Manatee County School System 
where I was a Masters Level 
Health Educator/Nurse. I hope we 
can gather many 1963 graduates 
for next year’s reunion.

Christina Gutt is grateful for our 
printing the faculty lists along with 
their addresses. She was fortunate 
to contact two of her teachers and 
just found a third from the Sisters 
of Charity whom she will write 
to soon. Christina encourages 
her sister alumnae to write to 
their teachers and express their 
appreciation to them, giving them 
an update of your lives.

She writes that they will enjoy 
hearing from you and will reply. 
“And for a brief moment” she 
writes, “you will be sixteen again!” 

1964

BMD: Marianne Bange moved 
to beautiful Aiken, S.C., home 
of cotton, horses and peaches. 
Retirement is suiting her well. 
While she misses her friends “up 
north” she doesn’t miss shoveling 
snow.

1967

BMD: Christine Dougher-
O’Rourke formerly a police 
detective, Christine, for the past 
twenty years, has been a Social 
Studies teacher at Bishop Kearney 
High School. She is actively involved 
in animal rescue and resides in 
Garden City, New York with her 
husband, son and family.

1968

BMD: JoAnn Jacobs celebrated 
her twelfth year of retirement from 
the FDNY where she was in the 
first class of women to become 
firefighters way back in 1982.

Maria Arrota-Winter is Alumni 
Director at Rutger’s Preparatory 
School in Somerset, NJ. Maria and 
her husband, Ralph, live in East 
Brunswick, NJ. They have two sons, 
Keith and Kevin.

1970

BMD: Pilla DelBasso now uses 
the name, Gerry. She notes that 
the best four years of schooling 
she could ever want was at Bishop 
McDonnell! The best nuns on 
earth! 

Maura Cullen-Morgan had a 
great time at Bishop McDonnell. 
After attending college she worked 
for the IRS for thirty-two years, 
retiring as a GS-15. She spent her 
adult life in the wonderful state of 
Wyoming. Her family and roots 
were always in Brooklyn. She has 
three boys-one in Denver who 
works for the IRS. The other is 
in Casper, Wyoming. She and 
her husband, Jim now live in the 
Villages, Florida and enjoy life 
everyday.
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1972

BMD: Marilyn Shelley-Meares 
“God bless the faculty, students and 
staff of Bishop Loughlin MHS.”

Announcements:

Volunteering in Pediatric Service

Margaret T. McHugh, MD, MPH, 
a ’62 grad, works in the Dept. 
of Pediatrics at NYU School of 
Medicine and the Frances L. Loeb 
Child Protection & Development 
Center at Bellevue Hospital Center 
located at 462 First Avenue, Room 
GC65 New York. Due to cut-backs 
in staff at Bellevue, Dr. McHugh 
asked if any Bishop’s grads might 
wish to volunteer time in the 
Pediatric Service there. She can 
be reached at 212-562-6073 or at 
margaret.mchugh@nyumc.org

You Are Our Best Advertisement

If you meet other Bishop’s grads 
please tell them about us, the 
Bishop McDonnell Scholarship 
Fund and The Memorial newsletter. 
Send us their information or have 
them send their name, year of 
grad, address, phone no., e-mail 
address so we can add them to our 
expanding database.

Your Suggestions For Future 
Articles

Please contact us with any 
suggestions for future articles or 
let us know any Bishop’s grads 
whose story deserves to be in our 
newsletter. 

The Memorial is Back

We are having our own Memorial 
Newsletter online for 2013.

  

No Contribution Too Small

A wonderful Bishop McDonnell 
grad from one of the 40s classes 
sent a note with a $5 contribution to 
the Bishop McDonnell Scholarship 
Fund. If everyone who receives 
this newsletter gives even a small 
contribution, a young lady at 
Bishop Loughlin would be greatly 
helped.  

Marie Lukan-Capo ‘40 
Julia Twomey-Corso ‘41 
Collette Heil-Kunz ‘43
Theresa Connolly-Lazarus ’46
Elizabeth C. Dunn ’46 
Patricia Kilkelly-Hillery ‘47
Clara Marra-Regan ’47 
Mary Berkery-Gordon ‘48 
Madeline Lynch-Fuchs ’49 
Joan Scott-Kelly’49 
Kathleen Swift-Yashinsky’49
Marie Francis-Dunn’50 
Grace Rafferty-Jacobs ‘50 
Mary Hayes-Peters ’51 
Anna Talamanco-Antoci ’51 

In Memoriam

Bishop Loughlin expresses sympathy to the families and
friends of these individuals.

Sr.  Mary Ita O’Donnell ’52 
Eileen Rickard-Fernandez ’53 
Carmel Torre-Ferrara ’53 
Catherine Musi-Biasetti’57
Maureen E. Dwyer ’59 \
Dorothea Reeves-Sarna’59 
Maureen O’Donnell-Lozito’62 
Patricia Fitzgerald-Sease ‘63 

Former Faculty and Relatives  
of Alumni & Faculty

Sr. Marie Melton aka Mary 
Thaddeus Melton RSM Former 
Faculty Bishop McDonnell

Bishop Loughlin H.S. Celebrates Mass at Queen of All Saints Church, Brooklyn NY
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SAVE THE DATE
8th Annunal Bishop McDonnell Reunion

April 12th, 2014
For the Classes of the 30s, 40s, 54, 59, 64, & 69

At Gargiulo’s Restaurant in Coney Island, Brooklyn


