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My mother, Kathleen Cooke, was a graduate of Bishop McDonnell (I 

think 1945). I was recently looking through some of her things and 

came across the photo which now appears on the front cover. It was 

taken in 1944. My mother, who is now deceased, is standing in the back 

line, third from the left. She would have loved to be in touch with her 

Bishop’s friends on Facebook. 
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Dear Memorialites,

The Bishop’s girls have always been known for our school spirt 

and our generosity. Many thanks for your continued support 

to Bishop Loughlin. Your gift really matters, and makes a 

difference in so many ways.

Next year, Loughlin’s tuition—excluding fees—amounts to 

over $9,000. That cost is certainly overwhelming for a single 

parent, a family that has lost a wage earner, or a family with 

more than one child in high school. About 55% of our students’ 

families live below the poverty level, despite holding one or 

more jobs.  Your support allows Loughlin to offer financial 

assistance to many young women in need. Your contribution to 

this good work is critically important.

Whatever you give, large or small, ensures that the legacy 

of Memorial will live on. Please help a worthy young lady 

at Loughlin today along the road to exemplary leadership 

tomorrow.

Your gift matters. You matter.

Gratefully,

Mary Collins-Macchiarola ’58

ARTICLE SUGGESTIONS
The Bishop McDonnell Memorial High School

If you have suggestions for future Memorial newsletter 
articles, please contact Rita Monaghan-Maloney ’59 at 
718-857-2700, x2253 or rmaloney@blmhs.org.
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Arline Becher-Strickland ’32  

Arline displaying her class ring!

I was born Arline Margaret 
Becher in Brooklyn, New 
York and lived on Eastern 

Parkway with my mother, father, 
and brother Joseph. On school 
days I rode the BMT subway and 
then walked to school. I started 
Bishop McDonnell in 1928 in a 
class of 125 girls. The school was 
almost new at that time and so 
beautiful. Bishop McDonnell was 
equipped with a state-of-the-art 
cafeteria and gymnasium. Our 
gym teachers were lay and all of 
our teachers and advisors were 
nuns. My favorite teacher was Sr. 
Fidelis who taught Latin for the 
four years I was there.

School started at 8:45 in the 
morning. We had study periods 
throughout the day and during 
that time we were allowed to use 
the Library to do our artwork. 
Our basic subjects were Biology, 
Algebra, Latin, English, History, 
and Geography. Everyone was 

expected to take Homemaking. During the day, the chapel was open to us 
for prayer and devotions. Our daily prayer was “Angel of God, My Guardian 
Dear, To Whom God’s love commits Thee near. Ever this day, be at my 
side, to light and guide, to rule and guard. Amen.”

I was a member of the Xi Theta Pi Sorority, as one of nine girls. We were a 
social group and our main activity was attending Broadway Shows. One of 
the best known musicals of the day was Band Wagon starring Fred and Adele 
Astaire which played at the Amsterdam Theater.

The school didn’t sponsor our Senior Prom so we held it at the St. George 
Hotel in Brooklyn. We hired a five-piece band and enjoyed dancing to such 
favorites as “How Deep Is the Ocean,” “Say It Isn’t So,” and “When the 
Blue of the Night Meets the Gold of the Day”. It was a grand affair and all of 
us wore long evening gowns and the boys wore tuxedos. My escort was the 
the brother of one of my sorority sisters. His name was Joseph and he just 
happened to fit into my father’s tuxedo.

The four years I attended Bishop McDonnell were very happy years for me. I 
graduated in 1932. In 1941, I married Harold Strickland. We had two children 
and I cheerfully entered into my role as wife and mother. We lived in River 
Edge, NJ for 52 years but I now live in North Carolina with my daughter, Lucy 
and son-in-law Dave. I have two grandchildren and one great-grandchild. I 
am turning 101 on January 31, 2016 and I am so grateful for the time I spent 
at Bishop McDonnell. I still have my class ring.

In 2015, I received a phone call from a lovely 
Bishop McDonnell woman who wanted to know 
when the next reunion was. As we talked, I 
learned that Arline Becher-Strickland was 
going to be 101 years old in January 2016. I 
asked her if she would like to write an article 
about Bishop McDonnell in the late 1920s and 
early 1930s. She seemed very interested in 
doing that.

A short time later I received an email from her 
neighbor and very good friend, Janice. “Thank 
you so much for asking Arline to write her 
article, it certainly was a boost  to her morale.” 
Janice did the computer work of recording 
and editing Arline’s article. Only weeks later, 
I received an email from Janice. “It is with 
heavy heart that I tell you that Arline passed 
away this morning. She went peacefully in her 
sleep. Thank God, we were able to finish the 
article since it was something she really wanted 
to do.” I wrote back to Janice and asked her 
to include some information about Arline 
Strickland. This is what Janice wrote:

Arline Becher Strickland was a very special 
lady and friend. Her memory and mental 
capacity were amazing for a young lady of 
100 years, and to be around her, you would 
take her to be much younger. Arline’s favorite 
activities were working the New York Times 
crossword puzzles and playing Scrabble. The 
first time we went online to see the vintage 
pictures of Bishop McDonnell MHS, she was 
awestruck and couldn’t believe that she was 
seeing her beloved High School again. That 
was when she made the comment, “The 
school was so big and beautiful that I had to 
stand across the street to take it all in.” We 
immediately emailed the Bishop McDonnell 
Alumnae Assoication with her picture and 
letter. When Rita Maloney asked Arline to 
write an article for a future newsletter, she was 
thrilled and the article became the main focus 
of our visits from then on. She considered 
it a top priority even before a friendly game 
of scrabble. Many times Arline told me that 
some of the fondest memories she had from 
her youth were from the years she attended 
Bishop McDonnell. We put the finishing 
touches on her article on October 1 and Arline 
entered into her eternal rest on October 16, 
2015.

EDITOR’S NOTE
Rita Monaghan-Maloney ’59

CLASS OF ’32 GRADUATE
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Virginia Maguire, known as Ginny, 
grew up in St. Joseph’s parish in 
Astoria, Queens. Peggy Tully, her 

neighbor and friend told us that everyone 
loved being Ginny’s friend because she 
was so gentle and kind and a very good 
listener. There was one girl in elementary 
school who lost her mother and Ginny 
immediately befriended her. These traits 
continued throughout her life—and even 
into her dying.

Ginny graduated from Bishop McDonnell 
in 1959, after spending two years at the 
Flushing Annex and a year-and-a-half 
at Bishop’s in an accelerated class. After 
graduation, she worked for a year and 
then joined the Dominican Sisters of 
Amityville—bringing enthusiasm, joy, 
and passion to the various ministries in 
which she served throughout the years. 
She taught at Christ the King in Springfield 
Gardens for a year in 1962 then on to St. 
Pancras in Glendale from 1963 to 1978, as 

of change, visioning, and discernment. 
During these years, the Congregation 
studied how their land and buildings might 
be used to allow the Dominican charism to 
flourish in new and creative ways.

As Prioress, with her Council, they led the 
Congregation “to widen the space of our 
tents” as their founder, St. Dominic, would 
suggest. Her humble, capable leadership 
style was recognized as she participated 
in diocesan, statewide, and national 
positions of religious leadership.

From 2007 until the time of her death, 
she was passionate about her parish 
ministry as Director of Human Services at 
St. Joseph’s in Garden City. The priests, 
sisters, and people of St. Joseph’s were 
a blessing of mutual love to Ginny as she 
joyfully labored unceasingly, even after 
days and years of cancer, chemotherapy, 
and diminishing energy. She was the face 
of a God of compassion and love to all 
those who crossed her path, and her great 
heart was always especially attentive to 
the plight of those in need.

When Sister Virginia Maguire was dying of 
cancer and people asked her how she was 
doing, she quickly turned the conversation 
to making sure the parish social ministry 
office in Garden City got out the 250 turkey 
dinners it had promised needy families. 
About a month before she died on 
December 5, 2013, she was able to find an 
apartment for a homeless woman. 

“She was just a truly holy, wonderful 
woman filled with compassion, filled 
with joy.” said Rev. Joseph Schlafer who 
initially hired Ginny to work at St. Joseph’s 
parish in Garden City. Sick as she was, 
she worked, providing food, clothing, rent, 
money, and other assistance to the less 
fortunate.

This article was taken from two 
obituaries and conversation with good 
friends of Ginny, Sr. Kay McCarthy and 
Sr. Peggy Tully, Dominican Sisters and 
graduates of Bishop’s.

SISTER GINNY MAGUIRE, OP

She was just a truly 
holy, wonderful woman 
filled with compassion, 

filled with joy.
Rev. Joseph Schlafer

a teacher and then as Assistant Principal. 
She was the Principal at St. Kilian’s in 
Farmingdale from 1978 to 1985. 

To the present day, Ginny is loved and 
remembered by the students, faculty, and 
parish members to whom her warmth and 
energy was extended.

Her Dominican Sisters recognized Ginny’s 
leadership ability and elected her to serve 
on two Executive Boards in the role of 
Regional Director from 1985-1995. In 
2001, Ginny was elected as Prioress of 
the Congregation and, with her Council, 
led the Congregation through a period 

Sr. Ginny Maguire ’59.

Rita Monaghan-Maloney ’59



6   

MARY  
       FRANK MACCHIAROLA

Mary Collins ’58 and Frank Macchiarola were in 
kindergarten together at Holy Cross Elementary School 
in Brooklyn. However, they separated ways since 

the boys in the first grade to eighth grade were then taught by 
Xaverian Brothers and the girls, by Sisters of St. Joseph. 

Mary was a very good student in elementary school. Her 
parents were poor Irish immigrants who were hard-working. 
Her father worked in the grocery business, then for the City Park 
Department, and was a bartender two nights a week. While 
raising her children, her mother worked as a Nurse’s Aide two 
days a week and came home to do housework and raise her 
children, without ever complaining.

When Mary and Frank graduated from elementary school, 
Frank received the General Excellence Award for boys and Mary 
received the General Excellence Award for girls. Mary went to 
Bishop McDonnell MHS and Frank went to St. Augustine HS. 
Because they both took the subway from Flatbush, they would 
meet one another on the Church Avenue train station. Since 
Mary’s brother played in a softball league and one of Frank’s 
brothers played on the same league, their families got to know 
one another attending all the games. While there, Mary and 
Frank would sometimes talk about the players and the game.

After graduating from high school, Frank went to St. Francis 
College and Mary went to St. Joseph’s and once again, they 
met at the same train station. Mary majored in Early Childhood 
Education and Frank majored in Political Science. While at 
St. Joseph’s College, Mary learned about a program called 
Vacation Playgrounds—held during the summer months—and 
she decided to apply for a position by taking the license exam 
to become a teacher of Health Education. On the same day that 

Mary took the exam, unbeknownst to each of them, Frank took 
the same exam in the same exact place. They both passed. 
Frank was assigned to Brooklyn and Mary to Manhattan. Each of 
them worked with many poor Irish and Italian children who were 
provided with organized sports, games, and arts and crafts. 
Frank became the teacher-in-charge of his program. After Mary 
graduated from college, she happened to meet Frank on the 
street and he suggested that she apply for the job of teacher-
in-charge of her program, which she did. She became the only 
woman in that position. Mary not only continued to do well 
but she was transferred to a program that was right next to her 
house—thus being assigned to the same District as Frank. They 
had the same supervisor and went to the same meetings. When 
the superintendent retired, a party was thrown for him. Frank 
asked Mary if she would come as his guest; she said “Sure!” 
After that, he asked her out again and again over a period of 
time. 

After graduating from St. Joseph’s College, Mary taught at PS 76 
for five years and then PS 65 for another five years. Asked why 

 Mary and Frank at Holy Cross Elementary School in kindergarten in 1946.

Rita Monaghan-Maloney ’59
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she transferred from one to the other, Mary said that the PS 76 
principal was going to PS 65 and wanted her to go with him—
so she did. After graduating from St. Francis College, Frank 
Macchiarola attended Columbia School of Law, received his Law 
Degree, and returned to Columbia to complete a Doctorate in 
Education. While he was writing his dissertation, Frank accepted 
a position at Baruch College, where he taught Business Law. The 
following September, he taught Law at Columbia University. Mary 
and Frank were married in June of 1970, after Frank defended 
his dissertation in the spring. 

In March of 1971, Mary gave birth to their first child, Joseph 
John, named after Frank’s father. In June of 1972, their second 
son, Michael Collins was named after Mary’s father, Michael 
Collins. When Mary’s father came to this country in 1919, he 
was held in steerage for days because they were checking to see 
whether or not he was the Michael Collins who was a major Irish 
Rebel, opposing British mistreatment of the Irish in Ireland. 

In 1976 Mary and Frank’s third son was born. Frank suggested 
that if it was a girl, Mary could name her but, if it was a boy, he 

would name him Frank Joseph (after himself). As the boys grew 
older, Frank told them that Joseph was #1, Michael was the best, 
and that Frankie was the favorite—indicating that they were all 
equally wonderful. 

Mary continued to work the playground job during summers and 
her parents took care of the older boys while she worked. When 
the third child was born, Mary stayed home until Joseph was in 
the sixth grade. At that time, the pastor of her parish Our Lady 
Help of Christians (Midwood, Brooklyn), Msgr. William Flood, 
asked Mary to temporality become the Director of Religious 
Education; the former Director having left in an emergency. Mary 
worked in this position from 1988 through 1996. After that, Mary 
substituted in elementary schools, both public and private, from 
1996 to 2008. Following that, she subbed for all grades at St. 
Francis School in Belle Harbor,  PS 193 in Midwood, and Good 
Shepherd parish.

In 1996, while he was still teaching at Columbia University, 
Frank Macchiarola was elected President of the School Board 
of District 22 and then got into school politics. He returned to 
teaching at Graduate School of CUNY and at Columbia as well. 
In the spring of 1978 he, at age 37, was appointed The School 
Chancellor of NYC Schools and remained The Chancellor from 
1978 to 1983. In 1983, he resigned from this position to become 
President of the New York City Partnership—David Rockefeller’s 
organization, formed to create affordable housing in all of NYC 
boroughs. It was not long before Frank realized that this was not 
his calling. He wanted to be back in education, the work that he 
loved. After he left Rockefeller’s organization, he was more than 
happy to teach again at the graduate school of CUNY from 1991-
1996, and then he became the Dean of Cardozo Law School. In 
2005, Mary and Frank moved to Assumption Parish in Brooklyn 

Mary

Frank
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Heights where Mary became the Director of Religious Education 
from 2013 to 2015. She was also on the Board of Fontbonne 
Hall HS, was on the Diocesan Education Committee, and on the 
Board of Holy Cross Academy.

From 1996 to 2008, Frank was the President of St. Francis 
College, which was the only job he worked for more than five 
years. For him, “it was like coming home.” He felt that St. Francis 
College was not only his alma mater, but he had the privilege 
of being among students who were like all of us when we were 
young and had parents from other countries who were working 
so hard to keep us in school. Seeing parents struggle to pay 
for their children’s tuition, Frank did all that he could to find 
funds to support them. He knew that teachers at St. Francis 
were underpaid and yet they were so dedicated and devoted to 
teaching. For Frank, being at St. Francis was such a joy. 

For students who did not get the grades necessary to get into St. 
Francis, he made a deal with Kingsborough Community College 
that these students could go there. As their grades improved, 
he would then accept them  into St. Francis. Although he retired 
in 2008, he continued to serve as Chancellor at St. Francis and 

remained there until two weeks before he died in 2012, after a 
long illness. 

When Frank was in the hospital and very sick, Mary was there 
with him. The phone rang and Mary answered. It was Bishop De 
Marzio of Brooklyn who just received word from Rome that Frank 
was going to become a Knight of St. Gregory, a very high Vatican 
honor. When Mary told Frank about this, she said that the joy 
that came over him was incredible. Frank was released from the 
hospital on October 27, 2012 and a short time later, was able to 
get to St. James Cathedral to receive this great honor. 

A short time before Frank’s death, it was Mary who needed support. 
She was at home alone with Frank and very heavy-hearted as he 
was dying. She received a call from a Sister of St. Joseph who told 
Mary that she had won $5,000 at a Fonbonne HS fashion show 
luncheon. Mary was deeply moved by this, not because of the 
money but because, in the midst of her deep grieving, she realized 
and knew without question that God was there with her in her pain 
and saying that all would be well. This simple call lifted her spirit 
just as Frank’s spirit was lifted when he received the call from 
Bishop De Marzio about the award from the Vatican. 

Frank and Mary Macchiarola.
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Rebecca John ’18, a student 
at Bishop Loughlin MHS, is a 
recipient of a Bishop McDonnell 

Scholarship. “Loughlin gives us so many 
opportunities we would not have had 
in other schools.” she said. Rebecca 
was very happy when she received a 
scholarship to Bishop Loughlin. The 
teachers care about students and make 
themselves available if they need help. 
They also know how to get the students 
involved. Rebecca belongs to LaSallian 
Youth which expands her community of 
friends and offers opportunities to do 
random acts of kindness. Recently the 
Lasallian Youth group went to a home 
for the elderly to pass out gifts as well 
as talk to the residents. The group often 
makes and distributes packages of water 
and sandwiches to people sleeping on 
benches and others who are in need 
of food—each one with a handwritten 
note from a student. The group also gets 
the opportunity to go away on a retreat 
in Goshen, New York, where they learn 
leadership skills and get to know one 
another. “The leaders took away our 
cell phones, making it possible for us to 
become truly present to one another.” 
she said. The motto of LaSallian Youth 
is “Faith, Service, and Community”. Mr. 
Mike Foley (Lasallian Youth moderator) is 
an amazing leader— kind, nurturing, and 
supportive.” says Rebecca.

Rebecca is on the Volleyball Team and her 
favorite subjects are Math and Engineering 
(a new course made possible through a 

Project Lead the Way (PLTW) grant from a 
Bishop Loughlin graduate). Additionally, 
Rebecca is a House Executive at Loughlin, 
assists in making posters for things 
like the canned food drives, and gives 
a contribution each year for St. Mary’s 
School in Kenya. 

Rebecca is in all Honors classes and 
has a 97 average. She hopes to become 
an architect (she would love to design 
wonderful housing for the poor) and plans 
to take a summer course in architecture 
at Pratt Institute in Brooklyn. For college, 
she is considering Pratt University, Cooper 
Union School of Architecture or Columbia 
University—if her parents can afford it. 

Rebecca’s parents come from Trinidad. 
Her father’s family has some Indian 
background as well while her mother’s 
parents have some Chinese background. 
Her parents have always encouraged her 

studies and she is grateful to them for 
this. Her brother Richard is very helpful to 
her now. He goes to Brooklyn College and 
knows all about the college application 
process. She also has a little brother, 
Rajendra, who is five. She is grateful to 
all the Bishop McDonnell grads who have 
made contributions so that she can be at 
Bishop Loughlin.

A BISHOP 
McDONNELL 
SCHOLARSHIP 
RECIPIENT

REBECCA JOHN ’18
Rita Monaghan-Maloney ’59

Bishop McDonnell scholarships are 
distributed and kept for excellent 
students who hold an average of 90 
or above in middle school, submit 
recommendations from their former 
teachers and principals, maintain a 90 or 
above average at Bishop Loughlin, take 
the TACHS exam for admission to BLMHS, 
and participate in extra-curricular 
activities throughout high school.

Rebecca John ’18 in class at Bishop Loughlin.
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PEN PALS
‘BISHOP’S SPIRIT’ LIVES ON...
Patricia Hurley-Pagano ’67

It is remarkable to learn that the spirit 
known as ‘Bishop’s spirit’ is still 
thriving, long after the school closed. 

That spirit of caring extends even to those 
who were not students. 

Back in December 2015, those of us 
alumnae who are part of The Bishop 
McDonnell Memorial Diocesan High School 
page on Facebook learned that someone 
in England was looking for her ‘mum’s pen 
friend’ who had been a student at Bishop 
McDonnell years ago.

Claire Rowe, the daughter, first checked 
one site and received no response. A light 
then went off in Claire’s head, and she 
decided to try her luck on Facebook where 
she found the Bishop’s Facebook page.

Claire’s mum, Margaret (Meg) Langley, 

became friends via letter-writing with 
Christine Williams ’69—a Bishop’s 
student. In England, Meg’s teacher had 
asked if anyone wanted a pen friend. The 
entire class wanted in, but there were only 
a few names available. Meg was ‘chuffed 
to bits’ when she drew Christine’s name. 
In British slang, that pretty much equates 
to our own “thrilled to pieces.” Meg and 
Christine began a correspondence that 
continued for years, though they eventually 
lost contact. 

Claire explained that her mum had not had 
a good year and she was hoping to find her 
mum’s long-lost friend, who had meant so 
much to her.

Straight away, people on the Bishop’s 
Facebook page responded to Claire and 

someone gave her Phyllis Murphy-Howell’s 
’67 name, knowing that Phyllis is an active 
member of our alumnae association. Claire 
contacted Phyllis who confirmed that 
there was no one from Bishop’s, named 
Christine Williams, who graduated from 
the classes of ’67 or ’68, the years that 
Claire thought that Christine might have 
graduated. I think all of us on the site 
were sorry to hear that and wondered if 
Claire’s search would be successful. Her 
original post had received many responses 
but it was Annie O’Pray Stattel ’69 who 
remembered her classmate, Christine 
Williams, and tracked her down for Claire.

After four short hours, Claire had found her 
“mum’s pen friend” and they were able to 
reunite through the beauty of social media 
and that awesome Bishop’s spirit!

NEXT STOP—REUNION 2017
If anyone is interested, I am working on obtaining a BUS for those who live on Long Island and wish to 
attend the reunion. So far, the best quote is approximately $35 per person (round trip). The bus would 
make one stop in Suffolk county and one stop in Nassau county. Stops would be determined by the best 
location for all alumnae. The requirement is no less than 30 persons. 

If interested, please contact me by email at lizzi1016@aol.com or call 516-221-4296 as soon as possible 
with your name, phone number, and home town. I will reserve the date as soon as the minimum number of 
guests is determined. Looking forward to hearing from you. Thank you!  Lizz Manning Mancini ’67

REUNION 
2017
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THE ANNEXES — PART ONE
from Memorial, Memorial—The History of Bishop Memorial High School

Phyllis Murphy Howell ’67

Once Bishop Thomas Molloy knew 
his dream for a four-year high 
school would be realized (before 

the school was even erected) he had the 
foresight to begin classes immediately. 
The first freshman class began in 1923 with 
students attending their high school classes 
in many different elementary schools. Still 
others began their studies at two-year 
high schools, among them St. Barbara’s 
in Brooklyn and St. Bartholomew’s in 
Queens—with the knowledge that, upon 
completion, they would then complete their 
last two years of high school at Bishop 
McDonnell Memorial High School.

The old adage, “when one door closes, 
another opens,” took on a new twist. In 
this instance, when Bishop’s doors opened 
in 1926, the doors closed at two of the 
two-year high schools (St. James’ and St. 
Augustine’s). 

Holy Rosary, St Catherine’s, and Holy Name 
schools served as annexes during the early 
years. The students who transferred from 
those schools to Bishop’s became the first 
graduates in 1927. The Sisters of St. Joseph 
prepared the curriculum for the graduation, 
while the Sisters of Mercy prepared the 
musical selections for the ceremony. The 
Art Department, also under the governance 
of the Sisters of Mercy, prepared the 
printed program and assured the accuracy 
of the information therein. 

Even the girls who began their high 
school education at neighboring parishes 
considered themselves to be true Bishop 
McDonnell students. In February 1926, girls 
began to transfer to Bishop’s on Eastern 
Parkway, and in September 1926, the 
school was ready to admit its first incoming 
freshmen.

It was Bishop McDonnell who appointed the 
Rev. Jeremiah J. Heafy to establish a parish 
in Elmhurst, Queens that would be called 
St. Bartholomew’s. Although the church 
was dedicated in 1911, it was not until 1914 
that the parish purchased land on which 
a larger church, a school, and a convent 

would be built. The new church on Whitney 
Avenue was dedicated in 1930, and part of 
the school was set aside as a two-year high 
school run by Dominicans. 

The January 1947 issue of The Elm (St. 
Bartholomew’s newspaper) contained an 
article describing the formal graduation 
ceremony (also referred to as “finishing 
exercises”) of the “upper sophomores” as 
they made their last public appearance 
before going to Bishop’s. Glee Club, 
Orchestra performances, and speeches 
by both a valedictorian and salutatorian 
were well received, as was an award 
ceremony presided over by the pastor of 

St. Barth’s, the Rt. Rev. Daniel Dwyer. 
In addition to the Leo Honor Society, St. 
Bartholomew’s offered the students an 
opportunity to participate in Orchestra, 
Drama, Latin, Riding Clubs, and even the 
Klick Klub—devoted to snapshot contests. 
In 1948, T.A.B., the Teen-age Book Club, 
was added, and Kamera Club replaced the 
Klick Klub. The issue clearly was similar to 
Bishop’s commencement issue as it featured 
photos of the future 1949 graduating class, 
last will and testament, and remembrances 
of the time students spent at the annex. 
By 1956, extracurricular activities included 
the Library Club, B.V.M. Sodality, Legion of 
Mary, Forensic League, Glee Club, as well as 
the Orchestra. These “annex girls” enjoyed 
setting sail aboard the S.S. Peter Stuyvesant 
to Rye for a fun-filled day with prepsters 
from St. John’s. 

Students entered annex schools as typical 
“lowly freshmen.” However, in one year, 
though they were only sophomores, 
they felt like upper classmen because 
sophomores at two-year annexes enjoyed a 
status equivalent to seniors at a four-year 
school. Each annex had its own identity, 
including its own newsletter, and each was 
staffed by only one order of religious. It 
was no wonder that, when they transferred 
to Eastern Parkway, they were amazed at 
both the size of the building and the many 
orders of religious teaching there. Once 
the wonder and bewilderment subsided 
for these new juniors, the students began 
to adjust and find their way. The most 
common complaints were the existence of 
the many lockers, the large cafeteria, and 
the possibility of getting lost and never 
making it to class on time. The students 
had never changed classes before; at the 
annexes, it was the faculty who changed.

Sadly, the enrollment for Bishop McDonnell 
began to dwindle, and with it, there no 
longer was a need for the annexes once 
used for the overflow in student 
registrations. One-by-one they began to 
close, and finally by 1966, all annexes were 
closed and ceased to exist.
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1933
Mary McNamara was one of our oldest living alumnae until she 
passed away in 2015. A long time resident in Staten Island, she 
had been residing in an assisted living facility before she died. 
She was an accomplished woman who touched many lives and is 
missed by all who knew her. 

1939
Sr. Lorna Strachan, CSJ celebrated her Diamond Jubilee as 
a Sister of St. Joseph in 2014. She now lives at Sacred Heart 
Convent, an assisted living facility for Josephites—grateful that 
she does not need assistance. She stopped driving three years 
ago and just enjoys life.

1942
Margaret Hogan-Bertoli passed away in 1999, according to her 
son Ed, who sent in a donation in her name.

1943
Virginia Brennan-Wall has four children, seven grandchildren, 
and two great-grandchildren. She lives in Anna Maria Island, 
Florida.

1944
Sr. Claudia Bradshaw, CSJ (Eileen Bradshaw), faculty member 
at Bishop’s from 1958-1973 (Latin and Italian) sends best wishes 
to all Memorialites. Her years, first as a student and then as 
a faculty member, were filled with happiness. Her two closest 
friends are Eleanor Sadewiski-Dunn ’44 who lives in Crestwood, 
NY and Theresa La Roccaa-Meyer ’64.

Eleanora Sadowski-Dunn married Charles Dunn in 1949 and 
was widowed in 2013. They have five children. She turned 90 in 
January 2016 and is still in touch with Sr. Claudia Bradshaw, CSJ 
’44—and is hoping to hear from other ’44 graduates.

Bernadette Clark-McCann formerly of Merrick, passed away on 
May 21, 2015. Known as “Bernie”, Mrs. McCann was a daughter, 

wife, and mother of three professional fire fighters. She married 
Joseph D. McCann, a former fighter pilot in the Navy and they 
raised five sons. She stayed close to her large extended family, 
and was active in the Sacred Heart parish in North Merrick. Joe 
later joined the Fire department where he worked for 37 years. 
They loved to dance, take long drives, and get away to winter 
sports at Lake Placid once a year. 

1945
Marion Meade-Cetinski is still active as a Girl Scout leader and 
she belongs to St. Margaret’s Senior group.

Marie Nugent-McCarthy is 88 years old and still drives her eight 
year old Honda—but doesn’t  go  too far. Her three children are 
well. She has fond memories of Bishop’s.

Dolores Quinn-Stuebe feels that she owes so much to her 
education at Bishop McDonnell. She is sorry it isn’t still open. So 
many wonderful memories!

Eileen Brady-Gremli is very proud of being a ’45 grad of Bishop 
McDonnell. She has been married for 65  years and has seven 
children, 14 grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren. She 
was a cheerleader. She is now 88 and still thinks of the happy 
days spent in school.

1946
Rosemary Jaeckle-Harning was married in 1948 to a Bishop 
Loughlin graduate. She has four married children. They have lived 
in Ridgewood, Valley Stream, and now in Massapequa Park. She 
is still in contact with four girls from Bishop McDonnell.

Blanche McNulty-Bragoli writes that she is “still here”, has 10 
children, 24 grandchildren, and 12 great-grandchildren.

Lillian Szilagyi-Kingham died in 2010. She was a resident 
of Annandale, Virginia. She has a son Kerry, a daughter Pixie 
Mothena, two grandchildren (Pixie and Stephanie Mothena-
Sutter) and one grandson, Ryan-John Sutter.

1947
Jeanne C. Nurnberger-Dolan is well at 87, grateful to God, and  
to the great nuns who taught her.

Anne T. Chudoba-Daly has fond memories of Bishop McDonnell 
and writes that it was a wonderful school with outstanding 
teachers.

CLASS NOTES

    CORRECTION

In the 2016 Memorial Class Notes section
We wrote that Sr. Madeline Desel,  RDC ’42 was a Franciscan  
Sister of Divine Compassion. Sr. Madeline, we are happy to 
say, IS rather, a Sister of Divine Compassion—and has been 
one for 68 years. We wish her many more.

CLASS NOTES
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Margaret Lang-Virgadamo writes that old soldiers never die or, 
at least, die with their boots on. She is still working at age 85, 
married to her childhood sweetheart, and is friends with Nadine 
Ferguson and Catherine Bruder who graduated with her.

Agnes Hartmann-Hopeck relocated to Pittsburgh with her 
husband. They have three sons, six grandchildren, and one 
great-granddaughter. She keeps in touch with Elvira Weber-
Hien with whom she has been a friend since high school. She 
enjoyed the article about Sr. Grace Regina, OP who taught Math 
at St. Barbara’s annex.

1948
Catherine Sullivan-Collins has fond memories of the school, 
the nuns, and the girls. It was a great world to be part of and she 
would like to keep it going.

Dolores Brown-Cardon is married to Anthony Cardon. They 
have six children and fifteen grandchildren. They live in White 
Plains, New York.

1949
Constance Ficarra-Costagliola has been married to her husband 
Pat for 60 years. They have been playing music together for 40 
years at charismatic prayer meetings. They met through music 
when they were 17 and 18 years old.

Theresa Sicinski-Halladay says “Thank you Bishop McDonnell” 
for the fine education she received way back then. God bless the 
graduates.

Magdalen Kasper-Vogric went to her 66th Anniversary 
Luncheon on November 7, 2015; it is still held every year, thank 
God!

Antoinette Martorana-D’Angelo is still answering questions on 
Jeopardy at age 85!

Dolores Stadler-Lekstutis writes that God has seen her through 
raising five children. She has been married to Frank for 66 years. 
The fine teachers at Bishop McDonnell High School enabled her 
to step up and work for many years, tending to others at home 
and on the jobs she had. She is grateful.

Maryann Roth-Cartabiano just celebrated her 63rd wedding 
anniversary with her husband Paul. Their three children are 
married and they are grandparents to nine grandchildren and 

two step-grandchildren. Her time at Bishop’s will never be 
forgotten.

1950
Marion Kane-Dermody is married and has six grown children. 
She lives in a Senior Development and has very good and 
friendly neighbors.

Mary Noonan-Fritz is an Associate Professor at St. Joseph’s 
College. She received a doctorate in Education at St. John’s 
University and is grateful to Bishop’s for her excellent education.

Mary Ann Beatty-Raymond has been married to her husband 
Tom for 58 years. They have four children—three boys and 
a girl, and two grandchildren. They live in a 55 and older 
community in New Jersey, belong to many clubs, and sing in a 
choral group.

Joan P. Gott-Nelson has a B.S. in Science Education (St. John’s 
Univ.’66) and an M.S. in Chemistry (Univ. of Notre Dame ’70). 
In 1969 she married Dr. James F. Nelson Ph.D., (a professor of 
Chemistry). They have no children. She has been involved in the 
St. Bernard (dog) Club of America since 1982. Her sister, Grace 
Gott-Spano ’53 died August 2, 2015. RIP.

1951
Joan Andren is enjoying retirement. She had major surgery 
for bladder cancer, but is doing well. After she left Bishop 
McDonnell, Sr. Teresa Josephine, CSJ made sure she got a job at  
Mary Immaculate Hospital, where she worked for 39 years. She 
still has contact with former classmates.

Margaret McCormack-Ramos is married, has six children, and 
eight grandchildren. One son is a priest, three others followed 
her husband of 60 years into police work. Her grandson is an 
attorney.

Dolores Dillon-McGovern died on February 11, 2016 at Mary 
Manning Walsh Home in NYC. She is survived by her four sons, 
Joseph, Brendan, Timothy, and Terence, and ten grandchildren.

1952
Mary Corbett-Maloney retired after 33 years at Reader’s Digest 
in NYC. She is active in church and community projects in 
Monroe, New Jersey, and is close to children and grandchildren. 
“God bless the nuns who taught us so diligently.”
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Florence Strahl-Hodum lived in many places because of her 
husband’s career in the Marines for 30 years, and then the 
Department of Defense for another 25 years. She has met many 
women who wished they could have gone to Bishop McDonnell. 
She just found out that her pastor’s mother went to Bishop’s. A 
small world!

Rosalie Darcy-Kramer is still working, even though retired. She 
is an adjunct professor at Seton Hall University in S. Orange, 
New Jersey and Kean University in Union, New Jersey.

Marilyn Brown-Crawford is very happy to be an alumna of 
Bishop McDonnell MHS.  

1953
Dorothy Henshaw-Schaedtler has been married to her husband 
Arthur for 62 years, lives in Boca Raton, Florida seven months 
of the year and five months in East Islip, L.I. They have three 
children and four grandchildren. 

Grace DeSibia-Hokanson is grateful to have celebrated 
her 62nd anniversary from the greatest high school, Bishop 
McDonnell MHS.

Anna Cannon-Priola appreciates her Catholic high school 
education at Queen of All Saints and Bishop’s for a small sum. 
She wishes she could contribute more so a young girl today 
could also receive a Catholic education. It has served her well all 
these 80 years. God bless the wonderful Sisters we had.

Thadine Horgan-Trucano is 80 and in poor health with heart 
problems and macular degeneration (legally blind)—yet she 
continues to contribute to the scholarship fund.

1954
Dorine Guiney-Kiley writes that she has been a wife for 
58 years, a mother for 57, a grandmother for 35, a great 
grandmother for nine—and is still working as a housewife and 

homemaker. She has loved her church for 51 years and is very 
active in her prayer group. Dorine says God has been very good 
to her.

Lawrenza Basile-McGuigan has four children, nine 
grandchildren, and is a member of the Franklin Square Historical 
Society.

Marie Bruder-Vanston was married to Joseph Patrick Vanston 
(he died at age 58 in 1996), has six daughters—only one lives 
in New York state, and eight grandchildren—three boys and 
five girls. She sold her home in Sayville, New York in 2014 and 
moved to an apartment there. She has lived in Sayville for 50 
years. 

Lorraine Waller-Stephens received a B.B.A. at the College of 
Insurance in 1970 and a Master’s in Business Administration in 
1975 from Fordham University.

Margaret Gibbons-Kilroy lives in Pompano Beach, Florida; she 
would love to hear from other alumnae. 

Eileen Swander-Delaney and her husband have studied to 
become members of the Secular Order of Discalced Carmelites.

Joanne Jones-Roche writes that the size of her family has 
grown! There are now 47 and it is amazing that except for one 
son and one grandson (and family), they all live nearby. The 
greatest thing to do is to get together.

Eileen Connolly-Palmer lives in Seal Beach, California and 
turned 80 years old in January 2016. She graduated from Long 
Beach State University and California State, Los Angeles with a 
degree in nursing administration—“thanks to Bishop’s.”
 

1955
Patricia McLaughlin-Cooper is retired from NYC Department of 
Education, has three children, and three grandchildren. They feel 
blessed.

Julianne Thompson-Grace writes about the great educational 
foundation Bishop’s provided—“we were exposed to many, 
diverse teaching styles because we were taught by many 
religious orders. Critical thinking and careful analysis were 
encouraged and cultivated.” These attributes served her well 
throughout her career.

Dolores Alberico-Fales has two great-grandsons along with 27 
grandchildren. Her 101-year-old mother is now her roommate 
and still enjoys life greatly. Dolores feels so blessed. Over the 

CLASS NOTES

OLYMPIC JAVELIN THROWER

Did you know that in the Class of 
1955, there was an Olympic Javelin 
Thrower? Does anyone know who 
she is?
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CLASS NOTESyears, she came to appreciate the four years of education for life 
she received at Bishop McDonnell.

Eleanor M. McKenna-Sheridan writes “as many grandparents 
do, I am paying tuition for grandchildren going to parochial 
schools in Nassau County, both grammar and high schools.”

Mary Parle-Callahan is in second term as President of Marion 
County Sheriff’s Office Foundation in Ocala, Florida and was 
named Volunteer of Year 2014 for the Marion County Sheriff’s 
Office. She gives presentations at the Sheriff’s Citizen Academy 
three times a year.

Marylou Fitzsimmons-Gee retired after teaching in Brentwood 
for 33 years. She and her husband Charlie are cruising at least 
two times a year. They have two sons and six grandchildren—
four boys and two girls. Life is good!

Dr. Mary E. McCarthy is in touch with many classmates: Fran 
Nolan-Morgan, Kathy Schantz-Betz, Lucille DiGiovanni, Ethel 
Bryant, Barbara Barone, Mary Donaghay, Roberta Hearnes, and 
Deborah Mary McVeigh-Richard. She volunteers as a hospital 
chaplain, a church greeter, serves as volunteer at St. John’s 
County Health and Human Services Advisory Council, and is on a 
county Health Leadership Council.

1956
Dolores Giraldi-Diterresi and her husband share time between 
New Jersey and Florida. They have six grandchildren and one 
great-grandchild.

Patricia Walker-Feely loved her time in Bishop’s—made good 
friends whom she still tries to keep in touch with! She met a 
fellow graduate at the Senior Center—who is in her nineties. 
Together, they sang the school song for everyone. Lots of fun – 
we remember the words. 

Rita Schmitt-Mannarino is a Lector and a Eucharistic Minister at 
St. Olaf’s Church in Norge, Virginia.

Elizabeth Trust-Conlon says that her four years at Bishop 
McDonnell were most memorable.She made life-long friends 
with whom she remains in contact. 

Mary McAvoy-Callahan graduated from St. John’s University 
with a degree in elementary education, married Pat Callahan—a 
grad of Niagara University, moved to Pennslyvania, and raised 
seven wonderful children. Her husband was the President of 
Callahan Trucking; he died in 2005. She enjoys her children and 
grandchildren.

1957
Diane Clark-Antogiovanni was in the Italian Club and has 
wonderful memories of Bishop’s.

Patricia Westman-Ford attended Bishop McDonnell annex in 
Flushing and met lifelong friends Pat Wren, Joan Leary, Evelyn 
Reis, Doris Symington-O’Brien, Carolyn Alderese, and Joann 
Viaggio—all who gather together still. They miss their dear, 
departed classmate, Marlene O’Connor-Killgore, keeping her 
always in their hearts and prayers.

Carolyn Alderese-Langevin is always grateful to God and the 
dear religious who gave us such a wonderful education which 
has sustained her throughout her life’s journey.

Geraldine Smith-Laraia has been married for 55 years, has 
three married sons, and seven grandchildren.

Sr. Kathleen Finan, OP is well and teaching English as a second 
language to immigrant women.

Helen A. Fitzpatrick-Fay writes that Bishop’s was a great school 
and she is grateful for her four years there.

BISHOP McDONNELL HISTORY
Memorial, Memorial 
— The History of 
Bishop McDonnell 
Memorial High 
School by Phyllis 
Murphy Howell 
’67, in beautiful 
paperbook, is a 
must have for every 
Bishop’s girl! 

The book is sold at 
the reunions but 
can also be ordered 
directly through 
Phyllis. Email her 
at howelldogs@aol.

com, or phone 718-627-2145. Cost is $20 (shipping is 
included). The book makes a great gift.
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1958
Elizabeth Fratello-Carlino’s husband died in 2007 and she 
retired as a Lab Technician the next year. She volunteers at 
a homeless shelter—babysitting, reading, etc. and has four 
grandchildren and 15 great-grandchildren. She had an excellent 
education at Bishop’s.

Anne Cunningham-Egan has been retired for 13 years, has 
seven grandchildren–terrific kids! She and her husband 
live in an adult community which they affectionately call the 
“Wrinkle Ranch”. They play golf, bowl, write for their community 
newsletter, belong to chorus, Red Hats (as a volunteer), and 
keep moving. Life is good!

Mary Krupsky-Driscoll turned 76 in January 2016. Her three 
children are all working even though one retired a few years 
ago. She has two daughters Audra and Karin. Two of her 
grandchildren are in college and a third grandchild is in high 
school. 

Judith Waver-Hanley would love to hear from members of the 
accelerated class of ’58 on classmates.com or at jwhanley@
bellsouth.net.

Anita Rau-Minnick writes that her husband died on August 31, 
2015. They were married 51 years, have a daughter and a son 
and now, six grandchildren.

Terri Annette Carson is retired and has been blessed with 
six children, fourteen grandchildren, and three great- 

grandchildren. She volunteers at her church and is passionate 
about crocheting. She has found many needy and ill people on 
Long Island and makes hats and scarfs for them. It gives her 
purpose. She remembers her days at Bishop’s with happiness 
and thanks for good friends and a good education.

Rosalie Arnold-Curley married Mike Curley 53 years ago and 
has been blessed with three children and three grandchildren. 
She still works as a bookkeeper at Our Lady of the Angelus 
Catholic Academy in Rego Park.

Maureen Coonan-Brolly graduated Bishop’s after four years 
of French Group, Orchestra, Band, and Ushers. In 1962 she 
received a B.A. in Child Study at St. Joseph’s College and in 
1965 she received an M.S. in Brooklyn College, followed by 
post-grad Administrative courses at Fordham and St. John’s. 
In 1997 she retired as elementary school Principal in NYC.

1959
Kathleen M. Duggan-Dirschel Ph.D. retired two years ago as 
Vice President of St. John’s Riverside Hospital, Yonkers, N.Y. 
She now volunteers visiting shut-ins in her parish. She has five 
children and seven grandchildren. She and her husband, George 
travel a lot.

Grace M. Jackson retired in 2006 after 40 years of teaching and 
is enjoying every minute of it!

Germaine M. Shields-McAuley is still going “rebuilding after 
Sandy” and recently joined Century 21 American Homes in Long 
Beach as Associate Broker, rebuilding together, and doing great.

Anne Korcinek-Giammarino married a year after graduation 
and had three wonderful sons. She celebrated 53 years of 
marriage with the love of her life. Sadly, he passed away in July 
2014 from blood cancer.

1960
Catherine C. Hoey-Moran, married for 53 years, has two 
grandsons, and is still working in Real Estate.

Ginny Reilly-Corkhill is loving Facebook. She found a classmate 
from 1960 in Florida.

Susan Maloney-McAfee is so grateful for her Catholic 
education, which was superior. She learned life lessons 
and moral aptitude from the extraordinary nuns. Married 
to her sweetheat, Don, they have three children and eight 
grandchildren. They live in Atlanta, Georgia.

LESTER’S SPRING PHONATHON

We have hired LESTER TELEMARKETING to make calls 
as a gentle reminder to Bishop McDonnell alumnae and 
friends who usually donate to the school’s Annual Fund 
but may have forgotten to donate recently. 

Please know that Lester Telemarketing is a very 
reputable company—used as well by Channel 13. 

We call this The Spring Phonathon 
and hire others because we 

are so very busy here with 
three reunions, golf outings, 

mailings, and the annual 
fund drive. 
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Iris Kaiser-Dwyer-Skinner recently retired as a Licensed Social 
Worker.

Viola P. Hargrave is retired from the NYC Board of Education. 
She was a youth worker with the parish teens at Our Lady of 
Good Counsel, Brooklyn. Currently, she volunteers at the Union 
Baptist Community Cupboard where 3,000 - 4,000 people 
are fed each month. Viola is a Board member of the Nubian 
Conservatory of Music; this group continues to preserve the 
singing of spirituals, black religious music, especially vocal 
music.

1962
Patricia Doran-Morris retired to Cody, WY in 2006 with her 
husband George.They are parents of five and grandparents of 
16. They enjoy an active life in their church and community, 
especially as Eucharistic Ministers and Marriage Mentors. 
They live in an amazingly beautiful part of our country with 
Yellowstone Park just down the road.

1963
Sharon Bradley-Wilson has so many happy memories of 
“Bishop’s. She writes that all were so fortunate to be part of that 
world. It set the stage for a blessed life!

1964
Alice M. Connell-Giancola is a new, first time grandmother to 
Jack. She continues to work in Real Estate investing and Public 
Company Board work.

Rosemarie Dilorenzo-Dickins has a full life embellished by 
the education she received at Bishop’s. Her husband Steve 
is a pediatric dentist and a joy in her life. She retired from 
a rewarding executive hospitality career and is active in her 
community. Her best tie to Bishop’s is her relationship with 
Justine DeVito Tenney. Both couples went on a cruise to Alaska. 
She is grateful for the education, values, memories, and friends 
at Bishop’s.

Pamela LoCastro-McPhail is now doing volunteer work with the 
Red Cross in Northeast, PA, mostly working at blood drives.

Mary Bove-Klenner has been married 50 years to Adolph, her 
high school sweetheart. They are enjoying all life has given them, 
especially their wonderful grandchildren. They thank God every 
day and pray for good health.

Kathy Garrity-Jorgensen is still enjoying her full-time career as 
Executive Director of a private retirement community. She has 
been blessed with three wonderful sons and nine grandchildren. 
She loved every minute of her two years at Bishop’s. Her first 
two years were in St. Bartholemew’s Annex in Elmhurst.

Dr. Patricia Ann 
Pampalone-Marcellino, 
Ed.D., ’62 is the author 
of I Don’t Want To Be A 
Leader: Or Do I?”

Dr. Marcellino is a 
current Professor of 
Educational Leadership 
and a former 
Associate Dean of 
Academic Affairs at 
a private university 
on Long Island, NY. 
She has experience 

in the disciplines of both 
Business and Education at the college 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
PATRICIA ANN PAMPALONE-MARCELLINO Ed.D. ’62

level and as an urban and suburban public school Social-Studies 
teacher. 

She holds a Doctorate in Educational Leadership, a Master of 
Business Administration (MBA), a Master of Arts in Education, 
a Certificate in Management, and a Bachelor of Arts in Political 
Science with a Minor in History. 

As an author of academic publications and book chapters in 
national and international venues, Dr. Marcellino’s publications 
have focused on leadership, team building, career development, 
and the diversity of learning. 

Dr. Marcellino is married to New York State Senator Carl L. 
Marcellino, who is Chair of the NY State Senate Environmental 
Conservation Committee, a former Town Clerk, suburban school 
board member, urban public school administrator, and secondary 
school science teacher. 

Find I Don’t Want To Be A Leader: Or Do I?” at Amazon.com.
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CLASS NOTESFrances Frisella-Crisante has been married for 49 years 
and has two children and nine grandchildren. She is a retired 
accountant.

1965
Joan M. Lamanna-Bisciello is a teacher’s assistant at the 
Catherine Laboure school, a school educating mentally disabled, 
learning impaired students. They are celebrating their 50th 
anniversary.

Mariann McGovern-Kosovych has been married for 44 years, 
has three daughters, and one grandson. She is retired after 
teaching History in NYC and is starting her own business in gift 
baskets and party favors.

1966
Mary Careera has three daughters, four grandchildren, and two 
great-grandchildren. She is a retired Nursing Professor and 
relocated from Florida in 2015. Her “MOM” is looking good at 
100, with no health problems except arthritis.

Rose Lombardo-Guerin was an RN at Good Shepherd 
Hospice, is semi-retired, and is travelling to England to visit 
grandchildren.

Catherine Malinowski-Urso retired after practicing Pharmacy 
for 20 years and teaching high school Science for more than 22 
years.

Alice Le’gall-Taggart is a retired Family Nurse Practitioner 
and spent 25 years in California. She is still volunteering in 
healthcare and where needed “at the moment”.

Dolores Credidio-Ricco had two favorite classes at Bishop’s: 
Italian and Latin. Sr. Claudia was her Italian teacher. She attends 
the 5pm Mass at St. Francis Church in Williamsburg.  

Barbara Gallagher-Langan had her fourth grandchild—a girl 
in January 2016. She is glad she is retired so she can take the 
children back and forth to school.

Louise Arrota-Trigo and her husband will celebrate their first 
anniversary of their vineyard and winery in upstate, New York. 
They have three grandchildren—a six-year-old girl and a set of 
twins, a boy and a girl.

Maria Banks retired from the NYC Department of Education 
in 2014 after 42 years of service, both as a classroom teacher 
and as a school administrator. She most recently served as 
administrator-in-charge of Title One Reading Service in non-
public schools.

BISHOP McDONNELL HOUSE

At Bishop Loughlin, there is a ‘House’ System. The student 
body is divided into smaller groups called ‘Houses’. There 
are eight houses; one is ‘Bishop McDonnell House’. There 
are often competitions among the the houses. Throughout  
the year students are rated on best attendance, the number 
of students on the Honor Roll, leadership training, student 
government, and raising money for a brother school in 
Kenya. The Bishop McDonnell House won the prize for 
excellence in all of these categories. 

Loughlin began the House System in the Fall of 2009, and 
was the first school in NYC to do so. The ‘house’ system 
is a way to create smaller numbers of students within a 
larger school setting. It is “meant to bond teachers and 
students, encourage school spirit, and build a strong 
sense of belonging. It is also meant to create a sense of 
continuity and permanence for students. The house system 
promotes friendly competition, earning points through 
academic achievement, exemplary character, participation 
in activities, athletics, and community service.” 

Kathleen Boyle-Cannon graduated from Queens College 
with a B.A. and an M.S.L.S. She was a NYC school teacher 
and a Development Officer at the Episcopal Academy in 
Marion, Pennslyvania. Kathleen has three daughters and three 
grandchildren. Now retired, she volunteers at G.E.S.Y. School in 
North Philadelphia. She sends a “hello” to all. 

1968
Linda DeStefano-Stevenson and her husband Bill have 
celebrated their 38th anniversary and love to travel. They are 
blessed with three grandchildren from their oldest daughter 
Alycia. Their youngest daughter Corinne is an early childhood 
teacher in Colorado. Linda’s mom turned 91 this year. 

1969
Margaret Dougherty-Russo is completing her 12th year as a 
Principal of a NYC Public School. She is living in St. Ephrem’s 
Parish in Brooklyn with her husband Anthony and enjoys 
spending time with her five children, their spouses, and six 
grandchildren. She has so many fond memories of Bishop’s and 
is so happy to see Bishop McDonnell Scholarship girls flourish 
at Bishop Loughlin. Editor’s note: There was a recent and  
impressive article about Margie and her school in the New 
York Times.
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CLASS NOTES
REUNION 
2017

SAVE THE DATE

at the former Bishop McDonnell location
Saturday, April 22, 2017

260 Eastern Parkway ı Brooklyn, NY

Bishop McDonnell Memorial High School

Celebrating the 
Anniversary classes of 42, 47, 52, 57, 62, 67, 72

•  ALL ALUMNAE ARE WELCOME TO JOIN THE FESTIVITIES  •

FOR INFORMATION contact Rita Monaghan-Maloney ’59 at rmaloney@blmhs.org or 718-857-2700 x2253
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IN MEMORIAM
Bishop Loughlin extends heartfelt sympathies to the families and friends of:

Sr. Rose Carmel Saladino, OP ’30
Sr. Edward Egan, OP ’31
Marion Moricca-Zotollo ’37
Eileen Riordan-McEnaney ’37
Santina Barbarotta-Sztabnik ’38
Eugenia Eustaff-Graga ’38
Celestine  Tierney-Kelly ’38
Sr. Theresa Morelli OP ’40
Sr. Anne Maureen Oakman, CSJ ’40
Sr. Mary Dolores Sullivan, RSM ’41
Dorothy Pennstrom-Swanson ’42
Rosella Brambil-Medollo ’44

Sr. Antoinette Damato, OP ’45 
Sr. Mary Denis Woods, GNSH ’45
Sr. Miriam Arthur Lahey, OP ’47
Teresa Treanor-Donald ’47
Jean Oates-Griffin ’48
Rose Kennelly-Hoeffling ’49
Theresa Healy ’50
Carol Daley-Kulikowsky ’51
Esther Kavanagh-Higgins ’51
Mary Kelly-Ryan ’51
Margaret Woods-Gonzalez ’51
Marie Koestner-Costello ’53
Patricia Vetter-Diemer ’53
Louise Cavanagh-Stephens ’54
Anna Campione-Filippi ’55
Janet McCarthy-Johnson ’55
Philomena N. Nicoletti-Fiorello ’55
Mary Ann Carlin-Walsh ’56
Loretta Fasolino-Sallustio ’56
Philomena N. Nicoletti-Fiorello ’57
Howard E. Minnick
Husband of Anita Rau-Minnick ’58
Margaret M. Jennings-Kilcoyne ’59
Peter H. Haffner ’62 
Natalie Gagliardo-Dowd ’63
Sherann Emerling ’65
Natalie A. Rykowski-Kram ’65
Barbara M. Burns-Romano ’66
Constance Cumbo-McBryde ’66
Dian E. Fields ’66
Deborah C. Huffman ’66
Roseann M. Hughes ’66
Christine Misevich-Robert ’66
Marcia Pinnock-Clarke ’66
Diane North-Murray ’67
Sr. Muriel Smithwick, CSJ
Sr. Ann Theresa, CSJ
Sr. Mary Donovan, OP
Sr. Jean Finnerty, OP
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REUNION 
2017

Bishop McDonnell Memorial High School

REGISTRATION FORM

Anniversary Classes: 1942, 1947, 1952, 1957, 1962, 1967, 1972

ALL ALUMNAE ARE WELCOME!
Please make ________ reservations at $90 per person for Saturday, April 22, 2017
                    (religious and former faculty are complimentary)

________ Yes, I will participate in the Class Gift. Enclosed is my gift of $ ________ 

________ I am interested in joining the Reunion committee.

Saturday, April 22, 2017

Name _______________________________________________________________________ Class of  ____________

Graduation name (if different than above)  _____________________________________________________________

Address (street, city, state, zip) ______________________________________________________________________

Email  ___________________________________________ Phone __________________________________________
please include your email so you can stay up-to-date with Alumnae news throughout the year

Guest(s) Name ___________________________________________________  Class of (if an alum) ____________

Please mail completed registration and payment to: Bishop McDonnell Alumnae Association, c/o BLMHS Development 
Office, 357 Clermont Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11238. You may fax this form with credit card information to 718-857-2833 

or register by phone at 718-857-2700, x2250.

• PLEASE RSVP BY APRIL 17, 2017 •

Credit card types (circle)       VISA           MC         Discover      AmEx  
         Check (payable to Bishop McDonnell Alumnae Association)

Credit card # _______________________________________________________________ Exp. ____________ 

Total Amount ____________ Signature ___________________________________________________________

TO REGISTER ONLINE VISIT WWW.BLMHS.ORG/BMDREUNION

C
lip

 a
nd
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Tickets are not issued for the event. Look forward to seeing you at Bishop’s!

260 Eastern Parkway between Franklin and Classon Avenues



JOIN OUR COMMITTEE FOR BISHOP MCDONNELL GRADUATES! 
CONTACT RITA MONAGHAN-MALONEY ’59 at 718-587-2700, x2253 or rmaloney@blmhs.org

Bishop Loughlin Memorial High School
357 Clermont Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11238
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